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to make some personal sacrifices. We must
be honest and admit that this war was fought
for the establishment of a new valwe in
human conditions. Sitting on this side of
the House, [ say, despite the remarks of the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, that I do
not accept sceond place to him or te any
other member on that side of the Honse in
the mater of sineerity to serve the interests
of the community at large. 1 support the
second reading of the Bill because I believe
that T—with every other member of this
Honse—have a duty to the population gener-
ally.

On motion by M.
journed.

Douney, debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.2 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTlON—IRRIGATION AND
DRAINAGE.

As to Collie Adrea dccounts.

Hon. W, J. MANN (for Hon. L. Craig)
asked the Chief Secretary:

Will the Minister lay on the Table of
the House a detailed statement of income
and evpenditure for the year ended the
3st December, 1943, in eonnection with
the Collie irrigation area, and a similar
statement for drainage in the same area
for the year ended the 30th June, 19442

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Statements for the finanecial years ended
A0th June, 1943 and 1944, will be Iaid on
the Table in the near fature.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Thirteenth Day—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[4.33]): My first duty is to thank the elec-
tors of the Metropolitan Province for hav-
ing again refurned me as one of their
representatives for a further term of six
years. I congratulate the other members
who have been returned. The House will
agree with me when I say that Mr. Gibson
and myself were very fortunate in being
re-elected unopposed. Mr. Gibson has
given many years’ service to this State,
and I was particulmrly pleased to sec him
veturned without a contest. The other
members have all heen returned whieh, as
hns heen previonsly mentioned, is some-
thing of a record. But after all, although
we are on different sides of the House and
although we are teld that there arc no
party politics in the Legislative Council,
I think there is a fecling of comradeship
amongst us which makes us glad to see the
other fellow back again. At any rate, that
is how I feel. Onme thing the return of all
memhers on this oceasion should do is to
convince those interested in the Legisla-
tive Conneil that the people still want this
(Council. There is no question about that.
We would ofherwise probably have had
some candidates, other than the present
representatives of the Government, elaim-
ing to be opposed to the Legislative Coun-
cil and suggesting that when the opportune
time arrived they wonld vote themselves
out of existence. I very much doubt
whether such a state of affairs will ever
eventuate. To my mind this re-eleetion of
all members—most of them with good
majorities—is proof that the countrv, a
least, desires the continnanre of the Legis-
lative Couneil,

Before getting down to one or two points
that T want to make in the course of my
address, I desire to offer my congratula-
tions to Dr. Hislop on his very able
speech. He gave us some information that
possibly only he eould ohtain. To many of
us who have had experience in hospital
matters it did not gome as a surprise. We
have to make allawances for the times. and
ean onlv hone that the matters broucht
hefore the House hy the hon. member will
be laooked into by the Government. I
would also like to commend AMr. Dimmitt
fer drawing attention teo the lack of re-
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sponsibility on the part of the Government
in connection with the education of the
blind, and of the deaf and dumb. With
Mr, Dimmitt I think that it is the duty of
the Government to toke care of the edu-
cation of the afflicted equally with the
more fortunate. I hope that as a result
of Mr. Dimmitt having brought this mat-
ter before the notice of the Government
something will be done about it. I wish
briefly to refer to the recent Common-
wealth Powers Referendum. The vote
throughout Australia, in my opinion, defin-
itely proved that the people are not pre-
pared to trust the Commonwealth Govern-
ment solely to handle the big problems that
will face us in the near future,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Not the present
Government, particularly.

Hon, 1. B. BOLTON: No, any Common-
weaith Government. To my mind, the re-
habilitation of our returned men and of
our industries requires the consideration
of the best brains in the Commonwealih,
and I would not only advocate the creation
of a national Government but would guv
further and enlist outside help to tackle
these problems, No one party should un-
dertake this work. No member would
argue that there are not as good hraine
in the Labour Party as in the National
Party or the Country Party, but a combin-
ation of all in times like the present must
redound to the ultimate bhenefit of the
Commonwealth.

I need say very little about the war
position. Members will agree with me when
I assert that every day the outlook hecomes
brighter and the end scems nearer. We
can only pray that nothing will intervene
to prevent a speedy ending of hostilities
and the return of our men to civil life.
This should afford an opportunity for
Western Australia to develop its industries
further and seek new openings for our
men. I pay a tribute to the Commonwealth
Government on the manner in which it is
dealing with one of the problems. I refer
to the Commonwesalth Feconstruction
Training Scheme. Many men had to go
away in the prime of their youth; they had
to leave what opportunities were offering
and fight for King and country. Therefore
it is only right that a scheme shonld be
put in hand in order that those men might
be given an opportunity to enter some pro-
fession or trade, and that the training for
it should be undertaken by the Comwon-
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wealth. A few evenings ago I had the
pleasure of listening to an address by
Major Alexander, of the Army Eduecation
Department, who has quite a lot to do with
the scheme. I do not propose to oceupy
the time of the House by giving many
points from the seheme, but I shounld like
to say that the leaders in industry appre-
ciate the faet that the Government has
called to its aid or into eonference employ-
ers as well as officials and Government
representatives in control of the scheme,

Employers are looking forward to some-
thing worth-while emanating from the
scheme for the returned men. Briefly the
scheme applies to &ll service personnel
who have been engaged oversea or in oper-
ational areas. Tt is designed to use all human
material that ean be availed of to econo-
mic and social advantage. It is intended
to provide part-time training and full-timo
training, and hoth will apply to voeational
and professional subjects. To all persons
selected to participate in the scheme, the
Commonwealth will give financial assistance
without any application of the means test
or stipulation as to repayment. Generally,
the scheme is desizned to provide for three
years’ training, Where an extended period
is required, as in professional courses, addi-
tional financial assistanec will be available
by way of free-of-interest loans.

The scheme also provides that where a
trainee reaches 40 per cent. efficiency, he
may be drafted into employment, and in
such a case he wounld receive full award
rates and the employer would be reimbursed
to the extent of the difference between his
percentage efficiency and the amount paid
him. Thus an employer engaging a man
who was only 50 per cent. efficient wonld
receive by way of subsidy from the Com-
monwealth Government a sum equivalent to
60 per cent. of the award rate paid, and
the man would receive the full award wage.
In Melbourne a conference is being held of
the interested parties, and as one who had
a little to do with the training of returned
men from the 1914-18 war, and appreciated
what it meant to the Commonwealth to get
s0 many of those returned men back to their
trades and professions, I am looking for-
ward to this scheme being visited with some
degree of suceess.

Reverting to the reecent Commonwealth
Referendum, just before the date of the poll
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I visited all the States except Queensland
and returned fully convinced that Queensland
was almost eertain to vote “No,” as it did,
and that New South Wales would vote “No,”
as it did. Many of my friends smiled
when I told them of my impressions, but I
felt convinced what the result would Dbe.
Victoria, I thought, would be fifty-fifty, and
South Australia, T suggested, would almost
certainly vote “Yes.” But for Western Aus-
tralia to have recorded the vote it did was
more than amazing, for if any part of the
Commonwealth has complained about the
unfair treatment received at the hands of
the Commonwealth, it is this State. In ad-
dressing this Chamber last session and
pointing out what, to my mind, was the un-
fair treatment the State had received at the
hands of the Commonwealth in the matter
of the establishment and development of
our industries, I stated that for every addi-
tional employee in the industrial sphere in
Western Australia, there had been an in-
crcase of 18 in South Australia, 54 in Vie-
toria, and 78 in New South Wales.

I repeat that it is amazing that this State
should have voted as it did. Fewer second-
ary industries were established and a much
smaller proportion of defence work was
placed in this State. Our primary indus-
tries were hit much harder than were those
of the other States. The goldmining in-
dustry has suffered. I am not eomplaining
or guggesting that the manpower authorities
were not right in the action they took, but
practically half of the mines are elosed and
our output of gold has dropped by 50 per
cent, As one who is connected with indus-
trial affairs in this State, T studied the
figures and, as I said, was amazed at the
result. However, all I can suggest is that
the people have spoken and that now we
must leave it to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to forget all this and assist us to re-
establish our peace-time industries as soon as
the war ends.. I hope that the Common-
wealth Government, in its wisdom, will re-
member that this State at least was favour-
able to the Commonwealth’s proposals and
i5 therefore perhaps entitled to a little extra
consideration, There is no douht that after
the war private enterprise will have to re-
sume its normal activities to enable it te
achieve the maximum employment eapacity;
because it is to the private industries that
the bulk of the demobilised soldiers, as well
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as other workers, must look for work and
ecopomie security.

Consequently I hope that both the Com-
monwealih Government and the State Gov-
ernment, instead of entering into com-
petition with private enterprise and in-
dustry, will assist—financially if mneces-
sary—to re-establish our industries and
help to get those who have left their ordin-
ary vocations n order to do war work back
into peace-time employment. The employ-
ment figures in this State are very promis-
ing. A gradual increase has taken place
even over the last 12 months. I find that
on the 30th June, 1943, the figures were:
approzimately 23,300; there has been a
steady inerease since. The latest figures I was
able to obtain were for April, 1944, and the
number was 26,900, With other members,
I hope this trend will be maintained.
Certainly I feel no donbt whatever on that
score, although the work in many establish-
ments that have been nndertaking the manun-
facture of munitions is naturally falling off.
There has been some easing, and very little,
if any, overtime is being worked today in
such establishments. It is gratifying to note
that the staffs being transferred from those
industries are quickly absorbed in the peace-
time industries in which the workers were
previously employed.

A very great shortage of skilled labour
still exists and possibly will exist for a year
or two, because I visualise that this State
is in for an era of prosperity, not only in
our secondary industries but in our primary
industries also, for the next three or four
years at least. It will he such a prosperous
era as we have never seen before. I am
convinced that there will be a great demand
in both industries for labour and still more
labour, That is why I am more than
pleased that the Commonwealth Government
has undertaken, or is ready to undertake—T
understand the scheme is almost ready, if
not in operation—io train so many men for
the industries requiring their services. The
same thing applies to the rural industries,
upon which T shall have a few remarks to
make at a later stage. T agein stress, be-
cnnse there has heen so much said ahout
Government competition, that the Common-
wealth CGovernment, partienlarly in view of
the resnit of the Referendum vote in this
State, should come to our assistance. 1
know that many people directly and in-
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directly concerned in industry were exceed-
ingly nervous as to what might happen if
industrics were nationalised or soctalised,
had the Commonwenlth been given all the
powers for whieh it asked.

The efficiency of most of the larger in-
dustries of the Commonwealth is due en-
tirely to the initiative of private enterprise,
and I am one who sincerely hopes that pri-
vate enterprise will be given the opportunity
to continue its peace-time operations. One
other point we must not lose sight of, and
that is the question of costs. Prices, as we
all know, have soared higher and higher
until today it does not matter what com-
modity we might desire to purchase, the
seller almost feels insulted if asked for a
price. He says, “There it is; if you want
it, pay for it. Never mind about the price.”
This has reached such a stage that to my
mind it cannot go on much longer. One
thing that industry will have to watch closely
15 costs. There must be a national effort to
reduce costs. The reduection of manufae-
turing costs can be left to our works man-
agers, foremen and the workers themselves.
Reduction in selling costs is a matter for
the gales manager, salesmen and advertising
men. Heduction of food costs is a matter
for the farmer and the agriculturist; whether
they will be able to reduee costs is a ques-
tion. TUndoubtedly, we shall have to raise
the standard of living of at least the farm
Irbourers, so whether costs can he reduced
in the agricultural industry is problematiesl.

The other reduction T wish to refer to is
reduction of taxation. That, of course, is a
gqnestion for the Government. We are all ex-
pecting some reduction in taxation at an early
date and when the war is ended and our eosts
are not as high as they are today, I sincerely
hope the Commonwealth Government will
serionusly consider this question, because a
reduction of costs will mean the raising of
our standard of living, an increase in our
exports and a mass of people securing em-
ployment. It is, however, a matter we must
begin to think about immediately. The im-
portance of private industry in the Com-
monwealth post-war industrial life eannot
be overstressed, as secondary industries will
become an even more important factor in
the economic life of Australin than they
have been in the past. I visnalise for the next
three or four years greater prosperity than
has ever heen experienced, not only in onr
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secondary Lut in our primary industeies
as well.  Speaking of Commonwealth inter-
ference with husiness and the assistance this
State may reccive, I was pleased to note
that there had been opened in this State
quite recently, a second clothing factory., 1
commend the Government for having at last
established in various parts of the Com-
monwealth—or assistad in that direction,
because most of these industries are being
condueted by private enterprises—various
factories of this kind. Reeently there have
been opened in Victeria no less than 19 of
these factories, 17 in New South Wales, and
one each in Queensland and South Australia.
I understand that these establishments will
absorb an additional 4,000 workers, so that
they arc a step in the right divection,

What I take exception to and T hope we
are poing to see vory little of it, is in regard
to something I read in an Eastern State's
joarnal & Tow days age. That newspaper
referved to the opening of a new faetory
as being a red-letter day in Australian in-
dustry. [t was opened on the 8th July by
the Minister for Munitions (Mr. Makin),
and was a factory for the produetion of
ball-bearings. To my mind that is very bad
business. If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is going to develop many more indus.
tries of that nature in competition with
ptivate enterprise it will be a sorry outlook
for Australia. T notieed that when speaking
on the Address-in-reply on the guestion of
industries, Mr, McDonald a few davs ago
expressed the hope that cfforts would be
made to establish in this State industries
whose produets were now imported, fo
gaid he would like to see the Interstate Com-
mission revived to review the trade and
ecommeree sections of the Cominonwealth
Constitution and their effect upon trade he-
tween the States, and suggested that to aid
infant industries a tariff might also he im-
posed for this State. Whether or not thal
can he brought about time alone can say,
but I am glad that our leaders are doing
all they ean to assist us in the development
of our industries.

T wish now briefly to refer to our primarvy
industries. 1 am sorry Mr. Roche is not
present, becanse I regretted to hear his
criticiam of the work of the Rural Recon-
struetion Commission, particularly as I had
read the two reports which have been sub-
mitted to the Minister by the Commis<ion.
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In my opinion that body has set out to do
o very excellent job. So far as I can see
the Commonwealth Government on this gc-
casion is undertaking rural reconstruetion
on very sound lines.

Hon. J. Cornell:
seen.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: That mnay be so,
but it has a sound nueleus in the reports
that have already been handed in.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If those reports ure
followed up.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: If they are carried
ont there is every prospect of more farm-
ers being successful amongst our returned
soldiers. I do not wish o pit my opinion
against returned men who after the last
war went on the land. Members, however,
know that I have a little experience of
farming and know a little about the other
side of the story because I have for many
years dealt with farming implements and
understand some of the tragedies of put-
ting any Dick, Tom or Harry on the land
Just because he happened to be a returned
soldier. Large cstates were purchased at
fabulous prices, overloaded and over-capi-
talised, and men were put on them. They
stayed there only until their credit was ex-
hausted, and then they walked off What
that has meant to this State as well as
by way of losses to the farming industry
cencrally, can be said to run into eolossal
figures. I am worried when I hear, as I
have heard during this session, farmers’
representatives complain about the unfair
treatment of producers through lack of
help and support from the Government. It
is about time we stopped that sort of thing.

I was sorry to hear Mr. Roche say that
the Commission was entirely wrong in
making finance and supervision of para-
mount importance in the settlement of
returned men on the land. I entirely dis-
agree with the hon. member. I think that
for the man who goes on the land, whether
he knows much or little about his oper-
ations, the first essential is finanee and
supervision is the next. Without finance
there will be nothing to supervise, and
without supervision and very much know-
ledee of farming operations the cuestion
of finance will not eome into the matter for
very long, I offer the opinion that if the
conditions laid down in the reports of the
Royal Commission are carried out, rural
industries will receive an uplift, and not
the setback that some members seem to

That remains to be
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think. I personally was very pleased with
the two reports that I read. The Com-
monwealth Government is very fortunate
in having as Chairman of the Commission,
the Minister for Lands, Hon. F. J. 5. Wise.
That hon, gentleman is doing an execellent
job. He may not be as good a farmer as
is Mr. Roche and as are other members
but he has good sound business proposals
which appear in these reports. I hope the
Commonwealth Government will go ahead
with the reports and that the success I
anticipate will be met with. Primary pro-
ducers today are in a better position than
they have been for many years. I pro-
phesy that, given reasonable seasons, they
are in for a good time for the next ten
years. This may be a rash prophecy, but
I think that the farming industry through-
out the Commonwealth will be in a sound
position for the next decade.

Hon. J. Cornell: The biggest problem
will be the replacement of machinery.

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: That is something
industry will have to look after. A great
deal of replacement will be necessary. 1
do not know that that will be the higgest
problem, for I think the main problem
will be that of manpower. It is useless
for us who employ labour in the farming
industry to expect that men will come back
and work under the same conditions that
appertained previously. 1 ean speak per-
sonally and ean voueh for what I say. Some
of the men employed on farms have for
the last three or four years, if not longer,
been earning £6, £7 or £8 a week in muni-
tion faetories. They have been earning
their money, too, and have not been get-
ting it for nothing, for they have done an
excellent job. After the war it will be
futile to expect such men to return to
farming even for half the earnings. That
means that the standard of living for the
farming industry will have to be lifted, as
it shonld be, and it also means that the
farmer must be paid a reasonable price
for the commodity he produces.

Why the farming industry should have
remained in the position it has been in
ever since I had to do with it is beyond
me. I admit that we have to compete in
the world markets, but sorely we should he
able to put the industry on something like
a sound footing, or at least a better foot-
ing than it has been on for years past.
When the industry gets into trouble, as it
does, it is always a question of running to
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the Government. The Government must
wipe off this or wipe off that. Private in-
dustry cannot do that sort of thing. If
I am unfortunate enocugh in my business to
make a loss it is no vse my going to the
Government and suggesting that it should
arrange with the bank to wipe off 80 or
90 per cent. of my indebtednes. There must
be an adjustment of conditions in the farm-
ing industry, and I hope the future will be
as bright as I anticipate. An improvement
in the manpower position may help some-
what in that direetion.

Very much more womanpower has been
utilised during the war period. The efforts
of women in almost every direction have
amazed many of us. I confess that as an
cmployer and one who strongly opposed the
employment of women in machinery fac-
tories where the work is heavy, I have been
stagrered at the services rendered by most
of the women employed in my own fae-
tory. That state of affairs has probably
applied in other directions, otherwise in-
dustry could not have continued to employ
women, In fact, women have done a won-
derfu! job during the war, and I hope that
many of those who desire to remain in
industry will assist in the marnpower posi-
tion generally. A few days ago I made it
my business to interview the officers of a
Government department concerning the
financial position of the farming commun-
ity. I was advised hy one officer that in
one group alone under his control, during
the last 12 months more mortgages had
heen redeemed than had been the case in
the previous live years. An instance was
(quoted to me of where a man's interest
amounting to over £1,000 was capitalised
and within 18 months the amount had been
paid in full. In support of my contention
I shall quote something that was said when
the scecond reading of the Industries As-
zistance Act Continuance Bill was moved
recently.  The Minister for Lands, when
dealing with the matter said—

With one or two amendments the Aet sinee
then.

He was referring to the original introduc-
tion of the legistation in 1915—

had been introduced annually in Parlia-
ment. In 1924 the advances to farmers had
so diminished that it appeared as if the Act’s
continuance wonld not be neeessary. Fortu-
nately, however, it was earried on. Last year
the number of accounts operating was 672,
This year the number was 412. For the year
ended June 30, 1943, the amount advanced was
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£36,430 and the amount colleeted excecded
£150,000. To June 30 this year, £24,000 was
advanced, repayments exceeding £58,000. Total
advances since the Act came into operation
were £1,320,000, The uncollectable sum wrii-
ten off as bad debts for that pericd was
£300,862, The amount in principal and inter-
est still ontstanding was £44,479.

To my mind that discloses a wonderful
position. On the figures given there it
seems to me that the amount outstanding
will be repaid within the next two years,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: What were you
reading from?®

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: From a report
which appeared in ‘‘The West Australian’’
of the 6th September last. The results
diselosed are very gratifying indeed. An-
other point regarding primary industry to
which [ shall refer concerns the employ-
ment of aborigines. I read with interest—
perhaps [ should say with disgust—that
in the Arbitration Court in New South
Wales a few days ago the secretary of the
A.CT.U. complained very bitterly because
in issning an award dealing with shearers
the court had not provided for equal pay
for aborigines. I appreeiate that the
native question is a very big one and had
Y more time to go into the matter I would
have liked to comment at some length on
the sitnation., Those of us whoe are engaged
in farming operations know that during
the past two or three years we have had in
many instances to rely to a large extent
on the ahorigines for labour about the
properties. That form of labour is the
only one available in many distriets parti-
cularly along the Midland line.

¥Fyom what T know and have seen farm-
ers have certainly not exploited aboriginal
labour. As much as £4 a week has been
paid to aborigines whe arve unseful on the
farms. To suggest, howevyr. th&t they
should receive payment equal to that made
available to white labour is absolutely ridi-
culous. While T admit it has heen neces-
sary to use ahorigine labour in Weastern
Australia there is one great difficulty. Up
to the time when the natives were under
the control of the military authorities they
proved very useful. Conirol was exercised
over them and they had to stay on the
farm and on the job, not being permitted
to leave withont approval. TUnder those
circumstances the natives proved useful.
Now that those conditions have been re-
laxed and the natives can wander back to
their settlements at will, the position is
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very unsatisfactory. I would like to say
quite a lot about it for I am very worried
about the position. I notice that the Gov-
ernment has agreed to a religious body
taking eontrol of a number of natives in
the Great Southern and I sincerely hope
that the outeome will prove far more satis-
factory than has been our experience with
native settlements elsewhere in the State.

T desire next to refer briefly to a subjeet
that has been prominently before the public
during the last few days—the abolifion or
reform of the Legislative Council. At the
ontset I admit my views respeeting reform
may bhe entirely opposed by some members
in eertain divections. But I certainly do
not desive a measure of veform along the
lines the comments of some members of
Parliament have suggested. I shall quote
some remarks I made in my maiden speech
in this Chamber over 12 years ago. As I
say, some members will not agree with
some of the views I then expressed but I
still maintain that for the government and
control of approximately 470,000 people, n
Parliament with two branehes of the Legis-
latare comprigsing 80 members in all is far
too much.” In moving the adoption of the
Adress-in-reply in August, 1932, T said in
the course of my remarks—

There are directions in whieh the Govern-
ment can and should further reduce the publie
expenditure. I am a little disappointed to
find that there is no suggestion of this in the
Governor’s Speech by way of reducing the
number of members in both Houses of Parha-
ment. I have advecated this reduction for
many years and I am still of the opinion that
two representatives, instead of three, for each
province, making a total of 20 members in lien
of 36 for this Chamber, and a reduction from
50 members to 35 in the Logislative Assembly,
would yet give the people ample representation
in our legislative halls. Indeed, I would go
even further and support the suspension of
Parliament for a term of five or seven years,
as I am econvineed that better results would
be obtained if a Commission of, say six mem-
bers were appointed to control the affairs of
State in the interest of the State, and the
State only, and not of any political party.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who would appoint the
Commission {

Hon. W. J. Mann: At any rate, Mr. Bol-
ton was very young then.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I admit I was
voung in polities at the time. I continued—
It would, naturally be necessary for us to
secure the very best brains available, men who
have made a sucecess of their own affairs and
would be paid salaries in keeping with the
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high and honourable positions of trust which
they would hold. This step would also have
the effect of removing our public utilities from
political contrel or interference, thus giving
the management a wmueh freer hand in the
conduct of those utilities. In return the State
could demond and expeet more efficient
management,

Those were my views 12 years ago, and that
is largely what I believe in today. If mem-
bers were to analyse the figures, as I have,
they will become convinged that some altera-
tion in the present conditions is needed. 1
am certainly aware of the necessity of mak-
ing alterations, but not along the lines sug-
gested by my Labour friends who are very
keen on aholishing the Legislative Council
altogether. The reform I suggest is rather
in the direction of a reduction in the vum.
hor of memhers of both Houses. The Syeech
with which His Fxeellency opened Parlia-
ment this session indicated the intention of
the Government to amend the franchise for
this Chamber, Already the Government has
moved in that direction and the legislation
is before another place. For the time heing
I am not so much concerned about that—1
shall have something to say when the legis-
lation is before this Chamber—but I am
certain in my own mind that there is no
need for three representatives for each pro-
vinee in this Chamber.

In my opinion, two representatives [or
each province would be ample. That would
reduce the membership of this House to
twenty—quite sufficient, in my opinion, to
review and check any hasty legislation that
might be introduced in another place. Then
again, the boundaries of the provinces and
also the enrolments urgently need atten-
tion. At present we have the extraordinary
anomaly of three representatives for a mere
handful of 729 clectors. While T admit that
the North is deserving of quite a lot of enn-
sideration, even those figures should be re-
eonsidered. A still preater anomaly exists
in eonnection with the eity and suburhan
representation. The province I have the
honour to represent, in eonjunction with
Sir Hal Colebateh and Dr. Hislop, contains
5,692 electors, while the adjoining provinee,
the Metropolitan-Suburban, has no fewer
than 27,692 electors.

Hon. [J. Cornell: Both enrolinents eould
he stepped np more than 100 per cent. if
the rolls were dealt with.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: That may be so,
but it appears to me that the only individual



330

who attempts to step up the enrolments is
the mon who seeks re-election fo this
(Chamber, It is the member who secks re-
election that seems to do the work of the
Electoral Department. In the Sounth-East
Provinee there are 7,033 electors, in the West
Provinee, 8,850 electors, and in the South-
West Provinee, 7,024 electors. To my mind,
the position regarding those three provinees
is satisfactory. In order to increase the
number for the North Province, an adjust-
ment eould be made by including some part
of the Central Provinee and adding part of
the East Provinee, which has 9,357 clectors,
and bas the next largest enrolment to that
of the Metropolitan-Suburban Province, to
the Central Province, which has 4,960
electors,

Any adjustment required could he made
by adding some outer suburban voters to the
rolls for the East Provinee and, to even up
the city representation, an adjustment with
the Metropolitan, Metropolitan-Suburban
and West Provinces eould take place. This
would Jeave the two distant provinees, North
and South, with many fewer voters than
the other eight provinces, Perhaps there
may be something in the suggestion of Mr.
Miles, made in the excellent speech he de-
livered yesterday, that if we handed over
the North of this State to the Common-
wealth we could overcome that anomaly.
With readjustment on those lines, and with
two representatives for each province, this
Chamber would continue the useful serviee
it has always rendered, acting as a watch-
dog over all legislation. I wonld like here
to say that in my opinion it was this Cham-
ber’s attitude, together with the firm stand
taken by the Legislative Council of Tas-
mania, on the Referendum Powers Bill,
that foreed the Commonwealth Government
to take the Referendum as it did. T claim
for this Chamber that eredit, which T am
willing to share with Tasmania’s Legisla-
tive Couneil.

Hon. J. Cornell: And South Australia
also.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: South Australia
might be ineluded, but it was not so help-
ful as either Western Australia or Tas-
manigz. In my opinion, reform is also ur-
gently needed in the Legislative Assembly.
I would reduce the numbers there to 35,
making a totel of 55 legislators, as against
the present total of 80. As I said pre-
viously, the whole Parliamentary system re-
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quires overhaul. Whether the overhauling
should be done now or should wait until
the war is over and our men have returned
and settled down again, is a question to be
decided, But reform is undoubtedly long
overdue. I have not gone very carefully
into the enrolments in the various Assem-
bly electorates, but would point out that
here oganin the northern seats are repre-
sented by four members, the voting strength
being 2,843, or an average of 710 per seat.
Three other seats have less than 3,000
voters, while 13 have under 4,000, eight
under 5,000, and four under 6,000. Between
this figure and under 10,000 there are 14
members, while the remaining seats have
over 10,000 electors each. Of these seats
Nedlands with 13,433 voters, Canning with
13,151, Mt. Hawthorn with 12,395 and
Middle Swan with 10,351 head the list.
Again I would remark that it might be
wise to hand over the North in some diree-
tion; I will not mention which; I leave that
to members to guess.

The figures I have quoted prove that some
review of the whole Parliamentary posi-
tion is long overdue. Perhaps they could
be cited as making a good case for propor-
tional representation. I have always heen
a firm supporter of proportional represen-
tation. I believe, and always have believed,
that it is wrong for any section of the
community to have the whole of the repre-
sentation in its hands, or in the hands of
one party. I hold that every section is
entitled to somewhere near equal represen-
tation. In my opinion proportional repre-
sentation on those lines would make for
good government and good opposition. Cer-
tainly we could be sure of having good,
sound opposition. Then, if the whele par-
liamentary system is to be investigated,
what is wrong with giving elective minis-
tries a trial? We would be sure, under it,
of getting the best men for the positions;
and if cver we wanted the best brains to
eontrol affairs in the Commonwealth and
in the States, it is today! Undoubtedly we
hear every day that we are sure to win the
war but what is going to happen after the
peace?

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member has
forgotten ‘‘Referendum and Recall.”’

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Any Government
in power is going to have a very worrying
time for the next few months. If the Gov-
ernment of this State is sincere in its ex-
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pressed desive for improvement in the Pax-
Hamentary position, or alterations in the
Legisiative Counecil or the Legislative
Assembly, it can find the neeessary power
in the PEleetoral Distriets Aet, passed in
1923, Section 10 of which reads—

(1) The State may be whelly or partially
re-divided into Electoral Districts by the Com-
misgioners in manner hereinbefore provided
whenever directed by the Governor by proe-
lamation.

{2) Such proclamation shall be issued—

(a) On a resolution being passed by
the Legislative Assembly in that
bebalf; or

(b) If in the report by the Chief Elee-
toral Officer to the Minister to
whom the administration of the
Electoral Act, 1907, is for the
time heing committed, as to the
atate of the rells made up for
any triennial election it appears
that the enrclment in not less
than five Electoral Districts falls
short of or cxceeds by twenty per
ecentum the quota as ascertained
for such districts under this Act.

Under that seetion, if the Government is
singere, it has the power necessary for mak-
ing reforms. I suggest that the position
be looked into, and I would definitely
favour a Select Comunittee to go into the
whole subject. It eould at the same time
look into the question of the powers of the
Legislative Council. At times there are
complaints that the Legislative Council has
too much power to veto legislation brought
up from another place. That matter also
could be looked into by the Seleet Commit-
tee. From some Press comments I have
noticed that members of the Legislative
Counecil will be expected to declare whether
they are still in favour of the franchise as
at present. That is particularly as regards
the property gualification and plural vot-
ing. I want very definitely to say that I
believe in the property qualification and
plural voting, and that I intend to continue
to beliecve in them, for the reason that I
have yet to be eonvineced that any person
practically without a stake in the country,
a person who pays a paltry 7s. per week for
the rent of a room or a cottage, is entitled
to as mueh say or consideration in the
afTairs of the Siate as is & man who is pre-
pared to devote his life to building up an
industry, a farm, a business, or a profes-
sional practice. I am still strongly in
favour of the property qualification and
plural voting for the Legislative Couneil. I

an

have much pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-

reply.

HON, F. R. WELSH (North): T was
very glad indeed last night to hear Mr.
Miles’s remarks coneerning the North-
West. There are many problems ‘con-
frontirg the North-West, and 1 think the
Mygest of those problems is the astonish-
ing laek of knowledge of the potentialities
of the North-West and of the conditions
under which the people there live. We of
ike North appear te have drifted back to
the position of 30 years ago. Indeed, con-
ditions then were infinitely better than
those prevailing at the present time. Of
course we cannot expect too much while
the war is on. I do not think any of the
prople in the North will disagree with that
statement. If there is any man who knows
that a war is on, it is the man outback. In
His Excellency’s Speech mention is made
of strategic minerals produced in the North
the continued production of which will
materially help in the development of that
part of the State. Jn passing let me say that
these minerals were produced by private en-
terprise many ycars before the war, and
that although the Government has taken some
of them over and spent cuite a considerable
sum of money on surface equipment, and
again although miners have been sent up,
I doubt very much whether production has
been inereased to any extent. Those little
points are forgotten because pcople do not
realise them.

joldmining is on a good footing, partien-
lavly in Marble Bar, and after the war,
when mawnpower is available, there will be
quite an inerease in the production of gold
there. A question I wish to take up is
that of pastoral losses. At present pas-
toralists are going through a very trying
thme, as compared with the conditions of
years ago. We are always up against sea-
sons, and, of course, no Government can
give us favourable seasons. At the present
time, Kowever. owing to dry times entailing
huge stock losses which are reflected in
the smaller clips coming forward, pastor-
alists are also troubled by the influx of
dineaes and foxes. Owing to the shortage
of labowr and the impossible nosition re-
garding stryvehnine, it is heyond the power
of some nf the smaller stations, and also
of some larze stations, to eope with the
dingo pest by poisoning. Some thonght
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should be given to these things. I under-
stand that the State Government, through
the Agricultural Department, has put out
trappers in some northern distriets, and
those trappers no doubt will do much
good. But the department is unable to
furnish adequate supplies of poison. The
Chief Seerctary has expressed the belief
that supplies will be available at the end
of the year, but in the meantime the din-
goes are eating the sheep and we cannot
cope with the pest. I believe, however,
that supplies of poison are now coming
forward.

As regards strychmine and other poisons
essential to a major industry, I hold that
such lines should be given No. 1 prior-
ity. I have information that supplies were
available in Victoria last vear. Why counld
not they have been available in our North-
West? I wish also to mention that horse-
shoes have been in very short supply up
there. Men cannot get their horses shod.
As regards poisoning dags, the position
seems pretty hopeless. Now I turn to the
yuestion of transport. We have two State
ships, which are doing an excellent job, but
we were better served when we had the
“Kybra.” 1 do not understand why the
Admiralty, which took over the ‘'Kybra'’
has not released this ship, beeause the war
situation is much easier and the vessel does
not seem to be wanted in the FEastern
States at present, We could do with it
here. The Army has taken up quite a lot
of the space on the boats travelling to the
North and we have no eargo space. That
could easily be remedied if we could have
the ‘“Kvbra’’ returned to us.

The State Shipping Serviee would do us
a good turn if it could get the ‘‘Kybra’’
back to Western Australia. The State
boats are doing fine work, bnt are ham-
pered by lack of facilities to transport
our commodities. All our wool is being
brought down as quickly as possible, but a
lot of Lhe e¢lips arve missing the sales down
here. People are paying interest on over-
drafts and are not getting their wool ap-
praised. All these things might well be
considered. The whole of the North ig
slipping to a certain extent with regard to
transport. We have a very good plane ser-
viee, but it has been (uite incapable at
certain timeg of the year of catering for
the travelling public Residents of the
North have come south for health or busi-
ness reasons, and have been put to consid-
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erable inconvenience and expense by not
being able to return when they desired
to do so, beecause the planes have been
booked right out. There is only one boat
with accommodation and that provides for
only 12 passengers. Consequently people
have come to rely on the planes. Travel-
ling overland is out of the question.

Some of our roads in the North are roads
in name only. A lot of money has been
spent on them at different times, but mili-
tary trucks have cut them to pieces. I
snid last year that, in view of the way in
which the Army was using the roads, it
ought to take control of them. The Army
has the manpower and the money far that
sort of thing. Road bhoards in the North
cannot find funds to keep such roads in'
repair. I think a lot of good could be
done for the North-West if money were
made available by the Commonwealth Gov.
ernment, which has praectically ruined the
roads. I do not think it is possible to find
one decent road in the North. When I saw
up there in December, to get along some
of the roads hy car was a nightmare, This
question should be taken into consideration
by the State Government and the Com-
monwealth shoula be asked to find money
to repair thé damage done,

I was agreeably surprised to hear refer.
ences by Mr. Miles to schemes for the de-
velopment of the North, but I think the Ord
River scheme is too big an undertaking for
Western Australin. It should be handed
over to the Commonwealth, The Common-
wealth should develop all the country in the
Northern Territory which includes Barkley
Tableland, one of the finest pastoral areas
in Aunstralia. But [ do not agree that the
Commonwealth Government should have ail
the land north of the 26th parallel. I doubt
whether any Government would be entitled
to give it away. It wonld be a defeatist
policy to offer to give it away. The Gov-
ernment could do much to develop this coun-
try north to Broome, Derby and Wyndham,
where men have been putting up with quite
a lot of inconvenience that could be over-
come if a little sympathy were shown by the
authorities,

There is scope for the development of the
fishing industry along the coast mentiomed
by Mr. Miles. The sen is teeming with fish
of all deseriptions and with Commonwealth
assistance a large industry could bhe de-
veloped after the war. There is enough fish



[13 SerremeBER, 1944.]

in Western Australia to feed the whole of
Australia, let alone what could be secured
in the Eastern States. To give away that
part of the State would be to give away the
Wyndham Meat Works. 1 doubt whether
the Government would be prepared to do
that. Mr. Miles ecompared the South-West
with {he North, hut the cases are not
parallel, In a recent trip to the South-West
I was struck by ity immense possibilities.
There is # good annnal rainfall in that area
and, with pastures laid down, there would
be a big future for that eountry. T would
not like to say that too much money has
been spent in the South-West, but I do
assert tha' too little has heen spent in the
North-West. A number of difficulties facinz
those in the North-West could be obviated
if the Government would only take a long
view,

People in the North are isolated to a tre-
mendous extent and folk down south do
not realise what has to be endured up there.
Residents of the North have been long-
suffering and do not complain as they shonld
do. Mr. Cornish mentioned the need for a
water scheme. Onslow and Port Hedland
have two of the worst schemes in the world.
Some years ago the State Government be-
oan to put in a secheme at Port Hedland. A
site 19 miles out, where there was a pool
with an almost inexhanstible supply, was
inspected and, being tested, the water was
fonund to be satisfactory. A pipe line was
surveyed to Port Hedland. At that point
the matter was pigeon-holed, like many
others connected with the North-West, Fad
that scheme been completed, it would have
made a wonderful difference to that part of
the West. The state of affairs existing there
i3 scandalous and no other country would
tolerate the absence of a water scheme in
such an area. Quite a lot more could be said
about the development of the North but I
will conclude by referring to the fact that
the pastoral industry is one of the major
industries in this State. Further considera-
tion should be given to fostering that indus-
try and other industries in the North. X
I'ope that something will be done in the
futnre to ensure that there is no lack of
supply of essential commodities for that
industry.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: I am
sorry that Mr. Miles, in his interesting
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speech, made a great mistake in picking on
the Collie miners.

Hon. (. W. Miles: I did not pick on them,
but on the mining industry.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member partieularly mentioned the Collie
miners.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I did nothing of the
sort,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Collie miners have s wonderful vecord. I
understood the hon. member to give them
the cane, as well as the other miners.

Hon, G. W, Miles: No. I referred to ah-
septeeism,

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
have put up a wonderful record and if
miners elsewhere had followed their ex-
ample much more coal would be available.
It must be remembered that we have men
working in the mines who are from 60 to
70 years of age and that would account for
a good deal of absenteeism. I admire Mr,
Miles for the way he preaches the need of
developing the North-West and I think the
time has come when we should realise that
the North and North-West must be peopled.
To be convineed of that, we have only to
listen to the remarks of visitors who come
here—fighting men and public men and
women—and who emphasise that we cannot
continue to hold Australia unless we popu-
late il. I agree that the Northk and North-
West constitute a danger spot and agree
with every word Mr. Miles said in that re-
gard. In future we musi have an open
mind on this matter and be prepared to
strike new ground in developing that eoun-
try. There is much o be done.

Public men and women from the Old
Country have more than once expressed
the opinion that not too many people will
be available to come from England as
migrants and I think we will have a terrific
job properly to launch 2 scheme of land
settlement. Judging from past experience
some diffieulty will be encountered in get-
ting our own people to undertake settle-
ment in the North under any scheme the
State or the Commonwealth Government
may devise. It will take us all our time
to persnade men from the Services to take
up land in any part of the State. The big
thinz is to have an open mind in regard
to the development of the North-West and
to be prepared to listen to reasonable sug-
gestions for its development. I heard with
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great interest the remarks of Dr. Hislop
when he gave his very detailed account of
the condition of the Bunbury Hospital. As
one who has been connected with hospitals
as a layman, for many years—and who has
had & great deal of cxperience of
hospitals. I think the trouble today is
not so much lack of money as a serious
shortage of manpower. Wherever one goes
one finds that a tremendous amount of work
has to be done to bring not only hospitals,
but also public buildings, factories and
schools up to normal. The Chief Secretary
will be able to give a very good answer to
the case made out by Dr. Hislop. T rose
partieularly to refer to the interesting in-
formation the hon. member gave with re-
gard to the mortality rate and the welfare
of children generally. He gave some in-
teresting faets with regard to the value of
the work of the Infant Health Association
in this State, and the infant health centres
scattered throughout the State. The con-
tinuous survey of the {fovernment Statis-
tician’s department is a reliable barometer
in this regard. These returns are very en-
couraging to those who take a lively inter-
est in this imporiant subject.

The infant health movement in this State
has never been more vigorous, more am-
bitious, and more anxious to inerease its
efficieney and usefulness than it is at pre-
sent. There are 33 committees operating
throughout the State, all affiliated with the
parent body. Also, 104 elinies and sub-
¢linics are in operation, and for the year
ended the 30th June last, 13,056 individual
babies with their mothers attended the
clinies. There were 137,280 attendances of
babies and the number of consultations
totalled 153,900, Effective visits to house-
holds made by the nursing sisters totalled
16,582, We have a comprehensive eorres-
pondence lessons scheme which operates
from headquarters in Stirling-street. The
sister there is oceupied in dealing with the
mothers of the outback who have not the
opportunity to attend an infant health
nursing centre.

There is highly eommendable activity by
many committees which do not as yet nwn
their own ecentre buildings. Of the eommig-
tees 17 are husily engaged raising meney
for building funds and as soon as possible
after the war restrictions are lifted a build-
ing programme for 17 new modern clinies
will be commenced in the metropolitan area
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and country districts. The Bassendean
Road Board and the local infant health
commitiee are preparing to build. East Fre-
mantle, Melville, Armadale, Kalamunda,
Mundaring, East Scarborough, Beverley,
Dowerin and Merredin centres are all en-
gaged in building preparations. There are
at present 22 centre buildings, including
the headquarters at Stirling-street. Perth,
which are owned by the committees and
the assoelation at a cost of over £16,000, all
elear of debt.

I is very encouraging to see the inereas-
ing interest that the medical profession is
taking in this movement, particularly jn
the country districts. It is not uncommon
to lind the loeal doctor an aetive member
and sometimes chairman of the loeal infant
health committee. I am hoping to see a
development bringing about closer co-ope-
ration between the docter and the infant
health sister, particularly with regard to
more cilicient ante-natal supervision of the
mother. The latter appears to me, as a
layman, to be the weak link which must be
strengthened to deal with what, I think, is
the appalling loss of infant life one meonth
and under, which was mentioned particu-
larly by Dr. Hislop. I will speak of thid
later. Particularly Mandurah, Pinjarra,
Bridgetown, Manjimup and Pemberton in
the South-West are showing intense inter-
est with very live representative eommit-
tees, cach of which bas its plans for mod-
ern clinics well advanced and is readv to
commence building operations when per-
mission is granted.

In the metropolitan area also building
activity by committees is very commend-
able. The Fremantle City Couneil has al-

‘ready purchased a central site and is pre-

paring plans for the erection of a com-
munity building which will house a mod-
ern infant health clinie, a dental clinie, an
immunisation ¢linic and a leeture room, and
will cost approximately #rom £5,000 to
£6,000. In this regard the Fremantle City
Courcil has set a splendid example to kin-
dred loeal authorities in Western Ausira-
lia. In this great building activity the Lot-
teries Commission has rendered gencrous
assistance., The personal interest taken in
this work by the clisirman of the Lotteries
Commigsion {Mr. J. J. Kenneally} iz keenly
appreciated by our members.

Professional men and women are taking
a prominent part in this eampaign. They
include the honorary architeets to the aswo-
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ciation—DMiss Allen, of the firm of William
Bennett and Co., as Mr. Bennett is on ac-
tive serviee, the Principal Architect, Mr.
Clare, Mr. W. H. Robertson, honorary,
architeet, and the Town Planning Commis-
sioner, Mr. Davidson.  Mr, Davidson bhag
rendered valuable assistance and is alwayd
prepared to attend the different meetingg
at the country centres and, when earrying
out his ordinary inspection duties, he does,
if possible, meet the loeal people and give
them the bencfit of his expert adviee.

I have received from Mr. R. J. Little, the
acting Government Statistician, the latest
figures available with rezard to the infant
mortality rate per 1,000 live births for the
several States, and Australia as a ‘whole,
together with the latest information avail-
able from other countries. This makes in-
teresting reading and comparison. The fol-
lowing are the mortality figures per 1,000
supplied by Mr. Little:—

WESTFRN AUSTRALIA.
Metro- Whole
politan, Country. BState.
Under One Month—
Year ended 81-12-42 .. 20-80 21-01 20-70
Undér One Year—
Yesr ended 31-12—42 ... 37-52 36-22 36-86
Year eoded 81-12-48 ..., 2986 36-22 32-63
Six months ended 30-0-44 30-81 33-32 31-96
AUSTRALIA.
Under ~Under One Year—
One Month.
1942, 1042, 1043,
New South Wnles 2649 4017 86-99
¥ictorla - . 2776 4187 85-78
Queensland 25:32 84-73 87-88
South Australla 20-30 39-72 8687
‘Western Australla 20-7¢ 36-80 532-83
Tasmania ... 28-28 42-41 40-58
Northern Terrltory 2174 43-48 75-00
Australlan Capital Territory 7-65 22-08 1882
Austraila 25:85 38-49 86-19

-

I do not include—and I think Dr. Hislop
agrees with me here—the figures for the
Australian Capital Territory in my com-
parison. They would give a false impres-
sion beeaunse that Territory shows the low-
est mortality rate in the world, namely,
7.65 in the case of infants under one month.
That was the rate in 1942, In the case
of infants under one year it was, for the
same year, 22.96, and 18.62 for 1943. Be-
cause the Australian Capital Territory is
so small it would not be fair even to boast
about those figures. For the purposes of
comparison I have eliminated them alto-
gether. The rates for New Zealand and for
England for 1943 for children under one
vear are 48.46 and 31.37 respectively. If
we compare these with the Western Aus-
tralian rates we find that in 1943 there is
a difference of only 1.26 per 1,000, New
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Zealand is lonked upon as a pioneer in the
movement and it has always been at the
top in regard to infunt health mortality. If
we compare our figures for the six months
ended the 30th June of this year, with the
latest New Zealand figures, the difference
is only .59, Although later New Zealand
fignres may be even better, for Western
Australia in wartime to produce a record
like that is & marvellous tribute to the
medical profession, the members of which
are overworked because of the hundreds
of doctors who are away with the Services,
In addition, the nurses and those associated
with the infant health movement are also
overworked. For the purpose of compari-
son I would like to give members the mor-
tality rates in other parts of the world.
Later figures than those given for other
overses countries in the Commonwealth
Year Book are shown as follows:—

Country. 1940 1041,
England and Wales 58
Scotland .. . 78 83
Northern Treland 86 77
New Zealand 37 40
Netherlnnds 30 43
Sweden .., v 390 37
Switzerland 44 41
Unlted States of America 47 45
Aonth Afrlen {Europeans) 50 52
Denmark .., " 50 65
Germony ... 03 a3
Capadan .., 1] a0
Froance ... 81 73
Eire 66 79
Finland ... 88
Belglum ... 86 B4
Italy 103 116
Spain 109 143
Portugal ... 126 161
Hungary ... “134 *117
Egypt 162
Ceylon ... 149 1290
Rumanis ... *180 *160

* Approxhmate figures,

The League of Notlons Statistlcal Year Book, from
which these rates were obtained, warns that scme may
be toc high because of lneompler.e registration of hirtha,

With the object of trying to measunre the
value of infant health elinies and sisters to
mathers and their babies I have, with the
valued assistance of the Registrar General
and bis officers, conducted an investigation
into the deaths of infants, ineluding still-
born children, over a period of 25 weeks
commeneing on the 26th February of this
year to the 18th August. The deaths em-
braced in this investigation occurred in the
metropolitan district, ineluding Midland
Junetion, Perth and Fremantle. Every week
the death notices were sent to us and in-
quiries were made from the sisters as to the
attendances of the mothers at the clinics.
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The total deaths were 116. Of these (8
were one month old and under, of whom
20 were stillhorn. Some 43 of these babies
with their mothers eould have attended the
clinies. Qur investigation shows that of
the 43 babies who died where clinics were
available in the wmetropolitan area only
seven had mothers who regularly attended
the elinics, or 16.2 per cent. In the case
of 14 deaths the mothers attended irre-
gularly or 326 per cent., and 22 of the
deaths, or 51,1 per cent.. oceurred where
the mothers had not registered an attend-
anece at the clinies. The mortality in this
inquiry of 68 babies who died at the age
of 1 month and under in a total of 116
deaths of habies under two years, which is
38.6 per cent., points unmistakably to the
neeessity for increasing the cfficieney of
the ante-natal serviee to mothers.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

The HONORARY MINISTER: To in-
ereuso the officiency of ante-natal treatment
is impossible during war time owing to the
shortage of doectors and nurses, but in my
opinion this grave loss should command the
attention of all State Governments and the
Commonwealth Government. We cannot af-
ford this loss, and the organisation to deal
with it should form an important part of the
post-war programme. This is a striking illus-
tration of the valne to mothers and their
bahies of the infant health nursing service and
15 an effeetive answer to those who critieise the
service and deery its value. During the war
period and the acnte housing shortage many
voung wives of servicemen have been com-
pelled to live with their mothers or mothers-
in-law. The infant health sisters have re-
ported, especially in some parts of the
country distriets, great diffieutty in persuad-
ing sach mothers to attend the clinie regu-
larly, due to the influenee of their conserva-
tive mothers and mothers-in-law, who, in
their days of motherhood, had not the ad-
vantage of such a service. This may be a
contributory cause of the higher mortality
rate in the country than in the metropolis.

I thought this a good opportunity to give
an account of the work of the infant health
movement. My opinion is that, whatever
the State Government or the Common-
wealth may do-—and I hope each will do a
lot—there is necessity for closer ec-opera-
tion between doctors and these nurses, and
I hope to see the day when infant health
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nurses will work under the loeal doectors,
particularly in the country, so that the pre-
sent lack of supervision may be remedied
and the movement may take its proper
place under the guidance of the doctors. 1
suppart the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: My first de-
sire is to thank members for their expres-
sions of goodwill on my re-election to this
House, and I also join witk my colleagues
in congratulating other memhers on their
successful return. We are still at war, but
the improvement in the position is very
pleasing to all of us. Recently momentous
events have taken place in Europr and the
Pacific. In Europe there has been & re-
markable transformation. Kvents there are
moving faster than at one time appeared
possible, and it now seems certain that the
ascendancy of the Allies will bring this
struggle to an earlier finality than we hadl
dared to anticipate. In reviewing reeent
events, one can only take pride in the
achievements of our Forces and the states-
manship that gives direction, inspiratien
and encouragement in the amazing drama
that is unfolding before the world today.

The early speakers to the motion «an-
fined their remarks almost wholly to the
Referendum. This question has now bheen
scttled, and I do not propose to deal with
the remarks of members in that connection.
All T will say is that after analysing =ome
of the speeches, they appear to me io he
very illogical and not in aceord with the
attitude adopted by some of those memboers
during the eampaign. As usual members
touched upon a multiplicity of subjects and
will not expect me to reply to every point
that has been raised. I propose to fullow
the procedure T have adopted ever siner I
have vecupied this position by referring to
many of the more important matters that
have been mentioned. The first subjeet is
that of finance.

The finances of the State have not heen
dealt with to any great extent during the
debate. Members mentioning the matter,
however, have referred to the fact thiat a
surplus of £38,021 was shown on Jast year's
operations, but have not been very en-
thusiastic over the Government’s achieve-
ments. Mr. Baxter, for instance, said that
it was nothing for the Government to gloat
over, and it has even been suggested that
the surplus has been obtained because rea-
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sonable provision has not been made for
maintenance of public buildings and rail-
ways, ete. The Government does not wish
to gloat over the fact, but surely it is en-
titled to take full eredit for having achieved
its fourth suecessive surplus. This is an
achievement the like of which has never
hefore been recovded in the history of the
State, and is strictly in aceord with the
undertaking given by the State Govern-
ment to the Commonwealth that it would
make every effort to balance the Budget,
particatarly during the war years. Conse-
quently I say that although the surplus
last year was small, the faet that it was
the fourth successive surplus is something
for which the (Government is entitled to
credit,

As to belated maintenanse—a matter re-
ferred to by Mr. Dimmitt—provision was
made in the expenditure from Consolidated
Revenue for last year, both in regard to
the railways and to publie buildings. The
following amounts have been allocated :—

-1942/43  1943/44  Total
£ £ £.
Railways . 120,000 50,000 170,000
Public Baildings 100,000 50,000 150,000
Country  Water
Supply 6,000 — 6,000
Tatal 226,000 100,000 326,000

Provision has also been made for the re-
placement of rollingstock to the extent of
£144,759. This represents an amount re-
ceived by the State for the purchase of
rollingstock by the Commonwealth. These
figures show that a total of nearly half a
million has been alloecated for the purposes
mentioned.

Regarding the point made by Mr. Seddon
when dealing with the Supply Bill rela-
tive to the application of the surplus
towards a reduction of our indebtedness,
it ean be stated that the amount will be
applied towards the reduction of the float-
ing debt. It is true that the reduction of
this debt means only a small saving to
revenue because the interest rate is low,
but it should not be forgotten that the
floating debt represents a short term debt
in the nature of an advance to he repaid
as soon as posaible. Mr. Seddon also ex-
pressed concern ahout the growing expen-
diture on salaries and wages, and thinks
that, in view of the faet that our man-
power has been considerably reduced, we
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should expeet to find a eorresponding re-
duetion in departmental salaries and
wages.

The fact is that prior to the financial
vear just closed, the services had been re-
duced to 2 minimum. In the ordinary
Government departments, the places of
many raale elerks have been taken by fe-
males. In the Public Utilities there has
not been the same reduction in numbers
of employees, and where additional reve- -
nue has been earned, it has been necessary
to incur additional expenditure to earn the
revenue. This is partienlarly true of the
Railways Department. The revenue earued
by the Railways is very high and has been
exceeded on one oceasion only, namely, in
1942-43, when an amount of £4,446,370 was
received. The cause of the slight redue-
tion to £4,410,766 for the year just ended
—a difference of £26,604—has heen in the
falling-off in the amount of traffic carried
on behnlf of the Commonwealth Govern-
meant.

Dealing with secondary industries in this
State, Mr. Baxter expressed depressing and
pessimistie views in regard to their develop-
ment, TFortunately for the State, tlese
views are not shared by leading manufac-
turers, either here or in the Eastern States,
who have frequently expressed gratification
at what they describe as the genuine effort
being made by the State Government to
expand existing industries ‘and establish
new ones. Apparently Mr. Baxter has not
shown sofficient interest in the State’s
development to acquaint himself with the
pregress that has taken place in regard to
the loeal production of such items as lin-
seed oil, plywood, canned fish, canned meat,
canned vepetables, hops, salt, painis, sul-
phur, implement handles, paper, clothing,
knitted goods, felmongery, spacial leathers,
minerais, machiae tools, wnoder ships and
many engingering produets which have
made a direet contribution to the wae ef-
fort.

These developments have been made pos-
sible by Government assistanee rendered
through the Department of Industrial De-
velopment, with the ev-operation of other
Government departments. I feel! I can ex-
press the opinion that in most cases these
are permanent additions to our secondary
industries, The Government realises that
before any great expansion of secondary in-
dustrial development ean take place, one or
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more large basic industries must be estab-
lished; and with this end in view it has
concentrated on the development of the
chemical industry at Chandler and the char-
coal iron industry at Wundowie.

In vegard to the former, Mr. Baxter re-
ferred to the part played by the Martin
brothers in the working of the deposits. Ful
credit must be given to the Martin broth-
ers for the initiative and energy shown by
them in the preliminury development of
the project; but the ultimate success of the
industry will be duc to the technieal know-
ledge and research now being applied hy
Government officers to the many problem~
assoeiated with the development of a new
proeess. Private enterprise failed to pro-
vide the money required to develop the in-
dustry, and it was therefore necessary for
the Government to step in and provide the
capital. Without this Government support
therr is no doubt that the present stage of
development would not have been reached
for many years, and Western Australia’s
agricultnrisis wonld at the present time he
suffering from a considerably reduced
sapply of potash.

While on this subjeet T wonld vefer to
the remarks made by Mr. Seddon when eri-
ticising the present production and produe-
tion ecosts of potash. He referred to fig-
ures and information which I had given him
in a reply to a recent question relating to
this industry. He said that production was
comparatively small, whilst the cost—£37 per
ton—was in excess of the estimate—£15 per
ton—a figure given by me when intreducing
the Bill relating to the establishment of the
industry., During the conrse of Mr. Sed-
don's comment T interjected fhat he was
using the figures unfairly. The hon. member
did not tell the full story. He failed to quote
the qualification given in my reply to his
question, namely, that modifications of the
plant were nearing completion and that when
these were completed the production would
be doubled and a considerable decrease in
eost would follow.

I pointed out that plans for the modifica-
tion of the plant wonld result in the cost of
produetion being reduced to about £14 per
ton and that diffieulties associated with instal-
Tation have heen brought aboui by a lack of
priority for manpower as well ag a lack of
materials owing to war conditions. Then
again, the hon. memher contends that only
a small quantity of potash has heen pro-
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duced. I would remind him, however, that
a very definite contribution has been made
to the fertiliser requirements of the potato-
growing industry and other branches of agri-
culture, and that the production is now suffi-
cient te obviate the necessity for importing
potash fertiliser.

Members will realise that some diffieultics
will always be expericneed in the commence-
ment of a new industry of this kind. Tt is
not unusnal that adjustments must be made
to machinery and equipment in the early
stages of an industry in order to get the
hest from them, and that is all that has hap-
pened at Chandler. It has been repotrted to
me that those in eharge of the operations
are confident that not only will potash be
produeed at the price which T mentioned
when infroducing the measure governing this
industry, but that it will be produced at a
price aven lower when the plant is working
to full eapacity. The refercnces made Ly
Alr. Baxter to the charcoal iron indnstry
show that he is ill-informed on the funda-
mentals of the project. He is doubtfnl
whether it can bhe established on a sound
commereial basis and says that he has vet
to learn that charcoal iron is in favour to-
day, even if it ean he produeed.

There is no doubt whatever that chareoal
iron can be produced in this State, which is
richly endowed with the nececssary raw
materials, Many plants are eperating sue-
eessfully in other parts of the world where
chareoal pig iron is in great demand anid
commands a preminm of approximately 30
per cent. in price above that for coke pig
iron. No pains have been spared to ohtain
the best teehnieal advice available to ensure
the success of the Wundowie project, which
will incorporate the latest developments that
have heen applied in other parts af the world.
The Wundowie project is intended to
aperate as a eommereial pilot plant to de-
monstrate the economics of the industry,
which it iz hoped may be the nueleus of a
gronp of industries planned for the post-
war period.

Reference was again made by Mr. Tuckey
to eleetrieity supplies and the need for a
South-West power scheme, a matter to which
he has evidently given considerable thonght.
He inferred that he was disappointed at
the annonneement regarding the propesal
for the starting of the South Fremantle pro-
jeet without anything definite being done
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with respect to o South-West power scheme,
and he questioned whether the Government
was proceeding on the right lines in respeet
of clectricity supplies. The South-West
power scheme is now the subjeet of an in-
quiry by the Eleetricity Advisory Committee,
whieh has been direeted by the Government
to make a report. This commitiee has
alveady taken cvidence from most of the
bodies and persons concerned, including the
South-West loeal authorities, with the excep-
tion of Greenbushes, Donnybrook and Man-
jimep. It is hoped to complete the taking
of evidence within the next few wecks, after
which & report will be preparved. It is ex-
pected that this report will be reccived late
in December.

In regard to the reference made by Mr.
Tuckey to the fact that the Governnent con-
tinues to haunl eoal from Collie to supply the
East Perth power station and to other mat-
ters which, he says involves considerable ex-
pense, transport, ete., these matters have re-
cently been examined by the Electricity Ad-
visory Committee, which is unanimously of
the opinion that the establishment of a power
house at Collie to generate clectricity for the
metropolitan area is hot an economic pro-
position.  Mr. Tuckey quoted the Yallourn
scheme in sapport of his ease, but the posi-
tion at Yallourn is entirely dilferent from
that applying to this State, Extensions re-
ferred to by Mr., Tuckey as having occurred
in Vietoria ean be readily understood when
the popnlation of that State, and the smaller
relative distances compared with this State,
are econsidered.  Allowing for the 3,300
route miles of transmission lines outside the
metropolitan area in Vietoria, an annual in-
crease of supply to over 100 farms is really
not a very remarkable figure.

The number of small eleetricity eoncerns
which have developed throughout this State
was mentioned by Mr. Tuckey, but this is a
phase  whieh every community must go
through. 1t cannot be expected that small
country towns should go without the advant-
age of eleetricity until the whole State has
developed to a condition where complete dis-
tribntion is feasible, Tvery eity and town in
Australia has gone through the same pro-
cedure, firstly, by the installation of a small
direct current generating plant, this heing
gradually inercased until it is possible to
convert to alternating eurvent. It may he
interesting to note that in Melbourne and
Swiney there are still quite a number of
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factories equipped with and running on the
old direct eurrent plant. By his remarks Mr.
Tuckey apparently appreciates that an at-
tempt at too big a scheme in the initial
stages may so load it with charges as fto
render it a hon-paying proposition for
raany years to come.

So far as the Albany Woollen Mills are
eoneerned, in which conneetion My, Thom-
son was very critical of the practical sug-
pestions put forward by the Minister for
Labour, it would be very interesting to know
what assistance the hon. member has given
in an cndeavour to solve the labour pro-
Bems there. 1 am very pleased to say that
the Minister has reevived adviee from the
secretary of the Albany Development Asso-
ciation to the effect that as a result of the
methods adopted, the labour problem hay
heen practically solved. T am indeed grate-
ful to hear that, because I know just what
the woollen mills mean to Albany. The fact
that the Minister was prepared to go down
and discuss their problems with the focal
people, pointing out to them the duty they
had to perform just as he also had his part
to play, has had an admirable effect. To the
erodit of the Albanv people it ean he said
that tkey have pulled their weight in the
provision of labour. I congratulate the
Albany poople on the fact that they appear
to be solving what formerly was a very im-
portant and difficult problem from their
point of view.

During his remarks Mr. Mann referred to
the conlmining industry and to certain in-
vestigations that were taking place in re-
spect of gases derived from Collic coal. Tt
is a fact that an experimental plant for the
zasifieation of Collie coal iz at present be-
ine installed at the Midland Junetion Work-
shops, the necessary finance heing provided
bv the Government through the Department
of Tndustrial Development. The inventor
of the plant is Mr. F. C. Fox.

Hon. W. J. Manon. He is the man I re-
ferred to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The plant 1s
designed to produce a water gas which ean
he suprlied in varying quality and quantity.
Mr. Fox’s view is that zas of low calorifie
value should be used for industrial heating
sinee it ean be supplied more cheaply and
easily, while gas of high ealorific value
ean be produced for domestie use. His ex-
perimental plant is dresigned to snpply gas
of either deserintion and separate outlets
with their attendant adjunets are being pro-
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vided accordingly. Arrangements are being
made to supply industrial gas to a furnace
which can be fired with gas or oil at will,
and it is hoped this will afford some indica-
tion of economie value. The installation of
the plant ts proceeding and it is hoped to he
able to have a trial ron at an early date.
With Mr. Mann, I hope that the experi-
went will prove successful.

Hon. W. J. Mann: We all hope thar.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The result
will he of great value, not only to the
metropolitan area but to the whole of West-
ern Australia.

Much discnssion has taken place during
the debate on matters relating to edueation,
and those memhers who have devoted atten-
tion to this important subjeet have invari-
ably complained regarding the facilities or
vonditions under which the pupils and their
teachers earry on their work., The Govern-
ment is not unmindful of the importanee
of edueation, and it has already submitted
an cxtensive building programme to the
Federal reconstruction authorities with the
idea of meeting the post-war requirements
due to an increased population and the
raising of the school-leaving age. This build-
ing programme envisages the extension of
secondary edueation, both in the metropoli-
tan area and the eountry, and also an ex-
tension of technieal education to the
larger eountry centres. On more than one
previous occasion I have mentioned to the
House some of the matters we have in mind
regarding this particular phase of eduea-
tion.

There is also an immediate building pro-
gramme which the Government hopes to im-
plement as soon as manpower hecomes
nvailable. T think it only just to point out
that most of our troubles regarding matters
complained of in this House have really
risen from the faet thal manpower is not
available to the extent we wounld desire in
order to permit of the undertaking of works
the Government has already approved and
will be only too pleased to put in hand as
early as possible. Until the position im-
proves many of these undertakings must
of pecessity wail. It is emphasised that the
Government fully appreciates the import-
ance of getting on with this work in the
interests of all concerned, and every oppor-
tunity will be taken to overcome the lag
which was inevitable during the war period.

Dealing with the fact that the Prineipal
Avchiteet has already advised of a hig pro-
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gramme to be put in hand for the erection
of additional sehools, Mr. Wood suggested
that as the Northam High School was hope-
lessly overcrowded, the Government should
include that in the work. The department
15 well aware of the necessity for additions
at the Northam High Sehool, but as is the
ease with many other schools, the eree-
tion of additions has bheen delayed
by the abnormal wartime conditions.
At present additions, including the erection
of a domestic science centre, to the value of
£9,970, are on an urgent list which the Gov-
crament hopes to commence as soon as prae-
tieable. Mr. Craig, Mr. E, H. H. Hall, Mr.
Cornish and Mr. Wood and others laid par-
tieular emphasis on the yuestion of provid-
ing accommodation for children attending
high schools in country towns. This ix &
problem which has been reeciving the at-
tention of the Eduecation Department for
some time.

Before the war satisfactory accommonda-
tion was obtainable in all high school towns,
and the departiment received very few
complaints. Children were nccommodated
cither in private homes, in the homes of
relatives, or at hostels run by church organi-
sations, the Country Women's Association
and the like. In every high school town,
with the exception of Kalgoorlie, snel
hostels were suecessfully run. During the
war there has been a decided deercase in
accommodation in private homes, and lahour
difficulties and so on restricted the activities
of the hostels. In one instance—I refer to
Geraldton—the hostel establishment was
taken over hy the United States Navy.

All this helped to make the position move
acute, and so0 there has heen a greater in-
sistence on more hostels and more accommn-
dation in country high school centres. The
matter was recently again considered by the
Government and it has agreed as an experi-
ment to help a citizen committee financially
to establisth a hostel in one of the high
schoo] towns. Negotiations are in progress
with the Country Women’s Association at
Bunbury, to put this experiment into effect
and, should it prove satisfactory, an exten-
sion of the system will no donbt he made
to the other country towns zecording to the
demand. The Government would prefer, in
order to maintain the interest of the eitizen<
and parents in their local educational facili-
ties, that these hostels he run by citizen
committees. It does not wish to conduct
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them itself, but will be glad to eo-operate
in every way with the local committees to
secure the best possible results.

A matter referred to by Mr. Dimmitt was
the training syllabus for teachers. He smid
that it was unwise both in principle and in
practice to send improperly equipped
teachers out into the field of educational
endeavour to undertake the task of teach-
ing children in the country, and that it was
unfair to the teachers and all concerned.
War ecircumstances have imposed the exist-
ing sitnation on the department, and the
intention is, as soon as it is praecticable, to
extend the course of training for teachers
to at least two wvears.

Regarding the education of aflicted child-
ven, particularly the deaf and dumb, and the
blind, Mr. Dimmitt said that the depart-
ment does not aceept any responsibility in
thiz regard. He coneeded that the Govern-
ment  subsidised certain  institutions, but
conveyed an impression that nothing was
being done so far as educational facilities
were concerned. The department has not
heen as negligent ag Mr, Dimmitt indicates.
In recent years it has inaugurated a sys-
tem of bedside edueation under which sperial
teachers visit the homes of afflicted children
to earry on their education within the limits
of their physical defects and health,

This year the Eduecation Department
has established a school at the Children’s
Hospital, and is at present contemplating
a similar establishment at the Fremantle
Hospitel. Prior to the war it held classes in
conjunction with the Lady Lawley Cottage
by the Sea and will re-establish the same
facilities when that institution is again
operating. So far as the deaf and dumb and
blind institutions are concerned, the Edu-
cation Department would he glad, should
the opportunity be given, to co-operate with
the authorities administering those institu-
tions for the general edueational improve-
ment of their inmates. Mr. Seddon men-
tioned the need for repairs to schools on
the Goldfields, and said that there was a
remarkable contrast between the high
schools and ordinary schools there and such
schools in the metropolitan area.

As might be expected, repairs to schools
during the war years have fallen a little
behind, bu{ this not only applies to the
Goldfields but is general throughout the
State. T am informed that during a recent
ingpection by the Minister for Education
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and the Director of Education, schools ir
the Kalgoorlie area were found to be in 2
very fair state of repair., Some had been
renovated; others were listed for renova-
tion. It cannot be said, however, that an
area like Kalgoorlie, with a high school, a
School of Mines, a technieal school and
two ceantral scheols has suffered badly from
the standpoint of edueational facilities.

Particular mention was made by Mr. Sed-
don of the School of Mines, Kalgoorlie.
This is to be painted and renovated this
spring, and consideration is at present
being given to the extension and modernisa-
tion of the experimental lahoratory of the
school.  The Sechool of Mines has been
affiliated with the University for some
time, and early thiz year such affiliation
was renewed for a further period of five
years. Recognition by the University ex-
tends fo qualifying courses in the school
leading to the University examinations in
Chemistry 1, Geology I., and for the fourth
and fifth years for the degree of Bachelor
of Engineering in the hranch of Mining En-
gineering or Metallurgy. Recognition by
the University of the teaching at the school
of Physies I. and Theoretical Mechanics,
has also been given for the year 1944, The
School of Mines is under the eontrol of the
Minister for Mines, and its diplomas ave
recognised in most of the mining countries
of the world. There is no intention of
altering its present status and control, as
was implied by Mr. Seddon during the
course of his remarks.

Coneerning school faecilities in the North-
East Provinee, Mr. W. R. Hall said he un-
derstoad it was mooted that the Brown Hill
school would be closed. I have made in-
quiries in this regard and an informed by
the Edueation Department that it is not
aware of any suggestion to close this school.
Mr. Hall also referred to the Lakewood
school, and said that he had heard of a pro-
posal for a bus service for the children
attending there. He was not favourable to
the establishment of bus services. The fact
is that the people themselves are agitating
for a conveyance for the children attending
the high school. The department cannot
agree to this until it is able to make the
same privilege available to other children
similarly placed in other parts of the
State.

Before leaving the subject of education,
there is just one matter to which I would



542

refer, and that is the retirement of Mr.
Lee, the headmaster of the Northam High
Sehool.  Mr. Wood stated that Mr. Lee
reached the retiring age early last year,
and was asked if he would like to continue
his position indefinitely on account of the
war. After signifying his willingness to
continne, Mr. Lee had veceived, about two
weeks before the end of the last term, a
felephone message from the Post Office con-
veying the terms of a telegram which in-
dieated the termination of his appoint-
ment in two weeks' time. Mr. Wood con-
sidered that the way in whieh the head-
master was dismissed was scandalous, or
words to that effect.

While Mr. Wood was mentioning this
matter, T asked, by way of interjection,
whether he had ehecked up on the facts,
and he yeplied in the affirmative. Om in-
quiry through the Director of Edueation,
I find the ease has been unfairly put by the
hon. member, the situation being that Mr.
T.ce reached the age of 653—which is the
compulsory retiring age—on the 17th Octo-
her, 1943. On the 13th September of that
vear he was written to as follows:—

Although you will reach the age of 65 years
on the 17th October, 1943, I shall be glad if
you will continue until the end of this year.
Tf neecssary would yon he prepared to con-
tinue until the end of 19447

At that time the Government had re-
frained from retiring men on atiaining the
compulsory age, but during XNovember
Cahinet decided to pursue its unsual poliey;
so that Mr. T.ee, now heing over 65, was
due for retirement at the end of the yenr.
As this decision reached the Edueation De-
partment op the Tth Decemher, the follow-
ing wire was sent to Mr. Lee:—

You will he granted long rervice leave from
heginning of next vear and will be retired
on expiration of leave.

Tt will be noted that the September letter
did not commit the department for the vear
1944. The department fully appreciates the
services rendered hy Mr. Lee, and both the
Minister for Edneation nnd the Director of
Education made it their business to he pre-
sent at the farewell given by the school to
him in Mareh of this year. That, I con-
sidered, disposes of any suggestion that the
treatment of Mr. Lee was a seandal.

Referring now to health matters, i his
opening remarks Dr. Hislop, who gave the
suhjeet particular attention, made a com-
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plimentary reference to the appointment of
Dr. Park as Commissioner of Public Health,
but was criticsl of the manner in whieh, he
alleges, Dr. Atkinson was retired. He then
proceeded to eviticise hospital administra-
tion generally. Some of the statements made
by the hon. member are not in accordance
with the faets, and in some parts ars
grossly cxaggerated. So far as the appoint-
ment of the new Commissioner of Public
Health is coneerned, the (overnment was
indeed fortunate in securing the services of
such a highly qualified man as Dr. Park, but
to say that such an appointment was made
at the expense of the retirement of Dr.
Atkinson, as was implied by the hon. mem-
her, and that Dr. Atkinson was retired with-
out any reference to, or disenssion with, him,
is utterly nnfair.

The vetivement of offieers at the age of 65
is laid down by the Public Service Act, and
only in excepfional cases are appointments
extended. Dr, Atkinson knew months prior
to the date of his retirement that that course
would follow, and it is not true that he first
knew of his impending retiremeni through
the Press, as was stated by Dr. Hislap.
Respecting the Bunhury Hospital, the doetor
quoted at length a copy of a report which
had heen made available ta him dealing with
repairs whichk were nceded to the hospital.
As he states, this iz an old hespital, but he
exaggerated its age in his references to it.
The hon. member stated that the hospital
was nearly 100 years old, and vet for all to
see there is n statement on the foundation
stone that it was laid by Sir John Forrest
in 1897—47 years ago.

One aspect which Dr. Hislop cntirely
1gnored when dealing with the Bunbury ILas-
pital was that it has been the policy of the
various State Governments for the last 30
vears, for expenditure on hospital buildings
fo be met on a pound for pound hasis hy
the loeal authorities and the Government.
Members representing distriets in all parts
of the State, many of whoem have reason to
be proud of the country hospitals, small or
Iarge, which have been established in their
distriets, know that those haospitals have
heen erected on that finanecial basis. For
some years the department has eonducted
correspondence with the Bunbury Munieipal
Council with a view to stimulating some in-
terest in the Bunbury District Hospital.
The eouncil has taken matters up and,
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in turn, has endeavoured to interest the
loeal authorities of surrounding distriets,
whieh are equally served by the Bunbury
Hospital as is the town of Bunbury itseli.

So far the interest shown has been in
the direetion of mging a new site for a
new hospital, and this has been largely
determined upen; but to date there is ne
indieation whatever regarding the finaneial
part that the loeal authorities or the loeal
people are prepared to play in providing
Bunbury with a worthy distriect hospital.
That is in aceordance with the policy of
successive Governments; a policy that has
heen widely acvepted, and if, over the
vears, the distriet hospital has outworn its
usefulness, the department eannot aceept
sole responsibility for the continued use
of an outworn and outmoded hospital. That
does not for a moment excuse the disrepair
and other bad conditions referred to in the
report which Dhr. Hislop read. One must
remember, however, that the building is old
and dilapidated, and that it is extremely
difficult to maintain anything like good
eonditions in a building so designed and so
old.

In fairness to the department it should
be noted that in the last three years £900
has been spent in various repairs and reno-
vations to the Bunbury Distriet Hospital,
so that the impression of complete negleet
that one might obtain from listening to the
report read by Dr. Hislop must, to some
extent, he discounted. As already statea,
a new site has virtually been decided upon;
and if the local people are willing to play
their part, there is no reason why fairly
rapid progress should net be made in the
evection ot Bunbury of a distriet hospital
worthy of its purpose and of the distriet.
Dr. Hislop considers that hospital prob-
lems will never be overcome until the de-
partment has a medieal olficer as direclor
of the hospitals. He makes the statement
apparently unaware of the general arrange-
ment of hospital management and eontrol
elsewhere.

It is recognised throughout Australia,
although perhaps not accepted in New
South Wales, that Vietoria's hospital sys-
tem is extremely good; and yet the Chari-
ties Board of Vistoria, which is the eon-
trolling factor, is composed of some 20
members, only two of whom are medieal
men. The executive officer of that hoard is
Mr. C, T.. MeVilley, who is not a mediecal
man, nor has the Charities Board any
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medical men on its staff, and yet it appears
to be doing a very excellent job so far as
Vietorien hospitals are econcerned. To
some extent the samme arrangements apply
in New South Wales. A Hospitals Com-
mission is the contrelling body there, of
which the Minister is the chairman; and
of the three or four other memhers only
one is n doetor. The executive officer is a
layman, and, so far as I know, the Commis-
sion has no doctors on its immediante stail.
At the present time the Hospitals Commis-
sion in New South Wales is brought in as
a part of the Tublic Health Department.
It has the professional staff of the Health
Department to eall upon for adviee, but
the Hospitals Commission is dirveetly re-
sponsible to the Minister. It is worthy of
note that each of the departments has a
layman as the permanent head.

A point urged by Dr. Hislop was that
some arrangements should be made at the
King Eidward Memorial Hospital for young
medical men to have an opportunity of
gaining experience there. As a matter of
fuct, such an arrangement was actvally in
practice some years ago, but this had to
cease as the hospital premises became
erowded. It is because they are so crowded
now that there is no room on the premises
to house any junior resident medical officers.
The department is absolutely in aceord with
the idea, and provision will be made to put
it into effect as soon as practieable. Dr.
Hislop then discunssed conditions relating
to the mental hospitals, which have received
so mueh publicity recently.

In this regard the first basic matter to
refer to is the overcrowding in the institu-
tion, which is well known to the public and
to the Government. It would be quite
wrong fo imagine that nothing has been
attempted to remedy matters, as was im-
plied by the hon. member. In the first
place, a 65-bed block was erected in 1939
as a treatment block, which would have
helped to relieve the congestion, but imme-
diately this was completed the Army took
it over for hospital purposes, and continued
in occupation until November of last year.
Since then it has been lying idle because
it has been absolutely impossible to secure
nursing staff.

Since before that date the problem on
the female side of the institution has bheen
very acute and -the nursing staff short in
numbers. Tt has been totally impohsibie
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to provide the additiona]l nurses necessary
to staff this desirable addition to the Clare-
mont Mental Hospital, which ¢ould have
had the effect of redueing the overerowd-
ing to some extent.  Another, and per-
hops more far-reaching step to meet the
situation was taken when a property was
acyuired at Wokalup, for the establishment
of a supplementary institution there. War
conditions have precluded any possibility
of establishing that institution. When it
is established the overcrowding at the
Claremont Mental Hospital should cease
altogether. Regarding the female staff dif-
fienlties, the normal staff of trained mental
nurses and trainees is 91. TFor some time
after the outbreak of war these numbers
were maintained, but when the war effort
Dhecame intensified the numbers started to
drop. Early application was made to the
manpower authorities for the deeclaration
of the hospital as a protected undertaking.
Some months elapsed hefore this applica-
tion was complied with. Tn the meantime
the staff position had become serious.

The maointenanee of numbers in any
female nursing staff has its inherent Aiff-
culties, largely because of marriage and for
other personal reasons. When the institu-
tion was deeclared a protected undertaking
the number of nurses was down to 57.
After that no-one could leave the institn-
tion without the approval of the manpower
anthovities, but cases occasionally arose
where approval could not be denied, so that
some three months ago the staff of trained
ntental nurses and trainees was as low as
43 Tn the meantime the organisation of
the Women's Australian National Services,
commonly known as the WANS, came to
the assistance of the hospital and provided
from 12 to 19 part-time assistants. The
manpower authorities also provided per-
sonnel on a part-time basis. So far as the
full-time staff was concerned, T have men-
tioned that the minimum went as low as
45, Sinee then the manpower authorities
have heen huilding up that figure, until at
present it stands at 79.

One inference that has emanated from the
publicity regarding staff diffieulties is that
the conditions at the Claremont Hospital
are had. That is by no means the ease. The
real disadvantage from which the nursing
staff are suffering, and have suffered for
two years, is n very mueh diminished staff
entailing considerable overtime, day by
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day and week by week, and the absence of
annual holidays for over two years. Those
are the disabilities which eulminated in the
protest of six weeks ago. It should be
realised that women working in those eondi-
tions hecome highly strung and over-tired,
and minor points which, in ordinary eir-
cumstanees, would eseape notice, become
emphasised and magnified. Dr. Hislop made
the statement that “the nurses’ quarters at
Claremont ave the most drab, dismal, dark,
dingy places conceivable.” This stutement is
simply not in aceordance with the facts, The
main block of nurses’ quarters is a two-
slorey building sitnated about 100 feet from
the covered way which eonneets the main
wards of the institution, If being erccted
today it would probably be further away
from the wards, but even now it is very sel-
dom that the nurses living in these gquarters
have any indication of the close proximity
of the wards themselves.

TEach nurse has a room to herself and has
the usual supply of furniture which one
would find in a single bedroom of an hatel
Any darkness in these rooms is due to the
faet that black-out paint and similar appli-
cations have not been completely removed
There is ample verandah nnd baleony sparce
The quarters in question are as good a hloek
of quarters as one would find connected with
any institution in the State. The present
dining voom for the nursing stoff is ligh
and airy, but is large und rather cheerless
A new dining room has been planned and
will be part of this year’s programme. Ti
should be cmphasised that, under nermal
conditions, the department has na difficulty
in seenring staff. No complaints had beex
voiced until relatively recently, when thosc
that were made were due to the overwork
and long hours already referred to. Tuber
culosis among the patients and the eon-
sequent risks to the staff were mentionec
by Dr. Hislop who criticised the efforts
that the department has made to segre
gate the male tuberenlosis eases in one
ward, about which he also complained. No-
one has suggested that this arrangement i
completely satisfactory. Some twe year
ugo sketeh plans were drawn up for a black
to house hoth male and female tuherculosi:
patients, Tt is confidently hoped that thi:
work will bo constructed as part of this
vear’s programme, if men and materials car
he obtained. As stated, the present warc
used for tuberculosis male cases is not com-
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pletely satisfactory, but under existing dis-
abilities it was the best arrangement possible.
Although Dr. Hislop is now so erifical, I
point ont that when giving evidence in the
Industrial Court on behalf of the em-
ployees’ union he stated that he con-
sidered that this was an honest endea-
vour under existing difficulties, and that
he would rather work wunder the new
conditions for 6d. per shift less than under
the old arrangements. It may be of interest
to state that, in the opinion of Dr. Fitz-
gerald, the Acting Medieal Superintendent,
this temporary tuberculosis ward—imperfeet
as it is—is still superior to wards he has
seen in sonte of England's leading sanatoria.
That may not speak too well for the leading
sanatoria in England but I think if indi-
cates that this particular ward cannot be
quite as bad as was indicated by Dr. His-
lop.

With regard to Dr. Hislop’s snggestions
for the examination and testing of staff as
well as of patients, the procedure set forth
is quite sound and is in standard use, but
to suggest that this procedure be now
adopted at Claremont is to shut one’s eyes
to the insnperable diffculties that exist and
which it is_impossible to remove without a
ood deal of additional bed capacity in new
wards, providing opportunities for further
classification of patients, and without con-
siderahle additions to the staff. It shonld
he emphasised that the difficulty experi-
enced in regard to the female staff is only
one of the numerous difficulties involved in
the administration of the Mental Hospitals
that the department has had to cope with
under wariime conditions, Patients simply
have to be received whether or not there are
heds to pecommodate them or staff to care for
them. Through no fault of the department,
and, for the most part, through no lack of
activity on the part of the manpower auth-
orities the staff difficulties have become in-
tensified and trained nurses are simply not
available. Of the staff that has been built up
of recent months and is being built up now,
the new additions are virtually all persons
who are commencing their training, or per-
sons who are willing to render or have been
directed into rendering service to these men-
tal eases.

Although Dr. Hislop gave cradit to the
Australian Trained Nurses’ Association for
suggesting what he said was the only remedy,
namely, the withdrawal from the Services of
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trained mental nurses, that solution was eon-
sidered by the officers of the Mental Hos-
pitals Department months ago, and was put
forward to the Federal authorities in March.
The samne principle was urged upon the
Commonwealth Government and the Army
at a conference of Ministers of Public
Health in Canberra last July, but so far has
produced no result. Dr. Hislop in ¢onelud-
ing his remarks on hospital matters referred
to the kitehen and the food arrangements
at the Claremont Mental Hospital. For a
long time this seetion of the institution eame
under the aegis of the managing sceretary,
but, in making a recent appointment, it has.
been made elear that the Inspector-General
has control over the whole of the institution
and its activities, with, of course, all the
necessary assistance from the managing sec-
retory.

The diffieulties here are emphasised by the
fact that the instilution is some 45 years old
and the lay-out of the kitechen and accom-
panying stores, ete., is now what one would
call antiquated. Fly gauze eannot he ob-
tained in the quantities nccessary to do
what is needed. The dining hall is planned
to act also as an entertainment hall when
concerts are held. It, like many other parts
of the institution, needs renovating, and this
forms part of this year’s programme. Dr.
Hislep, in his adverse comment, confined
himself to only a portion of the building;
he has not told the House of those portions of
the institution whieh have been renovated in
last year’s programme, and which now con-
stitute very admirable wards, but which make
the needs in other parts of the institution
more apparent. As members know, the sup-
plies of men and materials have been
extremely limited. but last year approxi-
mately £6,000 was expended on reno-
vations and repairs, and a similar amount
will be spent during the current year.
With the expenditure of that amount of
money the institution will be considerably
hetter than it has been for many years past,
and to a large extent some of the eriticism
and objections raised by Dr, Hislop will
thus be met. There again we have the diffi-
culties to which I have referred on several
oecasions, namely, those of manpower and
materials.

Members have been critical regarding
housing matters. They complain that liftle
information is available, and that the Gov-
ernment is not getting on with the job as
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speedily as possible. That is entirely an
erroneous impression and indicates a lack
of appreciation of the diffieulties eonfront-
ing the Government in existing conditions,
The Government is doing everything prac-
ticable but, as pointed out in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, great difficulty is being
experienced in securing the necessary man-
power. Mr. Thomson quoted a statement
made by the Premier regarding housing pro-
posals as between the Commonwealth and
the States, and said that the Premier’s state-
ment sounded rather ambiguous. Theve was
nothing ambiguous in that statement.

The agreement reached between the Com-
monwealth and the States regarding war
housing is that, provided minimum and
maximum standards of houses are submitted
by the States and approved by the Com-
monwealth, and provided fthat the States
apree to charge a rental for the houses not
in execss of one-fifth of the family income
of the occupier, the Commeonwealth will
share with the States in any resulting loss.
It is obvious that, in the first stages of
building, having regard to tenders already
received, the houses will cost more than the
lower paid worker can afford to pay rent
for if the rent is limited to one-fifth of his
family inecome. This difference in rent and
any other resulting loss from the War
Housing Scheme will be shared by the Com-
monwealth and the States in the proportion
of : Commonwealth three-fifths, and States
two-fifths. The standards fixed hy the
Cammonwealth GQovernment as one of the
conditions under which it will meet its share
of the losses is that the ceiling height
chould not exceed 8ft. in. It iz true that
the by-laws of many of the local authorities
provide for a eeiling height greater than
9ft. Gin., but it is alse true that many of
the by-laws are out of date and badly need
revising. Tt wonld be admitted by many of
the local government bodies that there is a
great need for a uniform set of building
by-laws, and if these were drafted in the
light of modern knowledge mnd building
conditions it is certain that a ceiling height
of not greater than 9ft. 6in. would bo ap-
proved.

In this connection it is interesting to note
that the Commonwealth Government re-
cently conducted an inquiry at which evi-
dence was submitted by architeets, builders,
welfare workers, doctors and housewives re-
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garding building standards. The decision
reached in regard to ceiling heights was that
for modern conditions a ceiling height of
8ft. was ample, provided proper ventilation
was installed, and that sufficient room was
left between the ceiling and the roof. My,
Thomson's estimates of the reduction in
costs are not far out as regards wooden
houses. Tt will be remembered that be ques-
tioned the estimates submitted for the erec-
tion of the first of the Commonwealth
houses, and suggested that the difference
in the cost of 10ft. eeilings and 9ft. fin.
ceilings respectively was infinitesimal. An
estimate prepared by the Workers’ Homes
Board’s architects regarding the saving
in  height of one foot s that for a
four-roomed wooden house the saving is
estimated at £16, and for a five-roomed
wooden house, £19. Mr. Thomson esti-
mates that a saving of six inches in
ceiling height would represent between £6
and £8. For a brick house the saving of a
foot represents, for & four-roomed house,
£25, and for a five-roomed house £28. The
faet is, however, that a 10ft. Gin, ceiling
height does not necessarily make for a coolet
or better house than a 9ft. Gin. ceiling, pro-
vided the latter has proper cross-ventilation.

Regarding the eost of the houses, it 1=
true, on present prices, that a four-roomed
wooden house would cost about £200 per
room. The average price for the four and
five-roomed wooden houses now heing evected
at Collis and Boyup Bcrook are:—

Collic—
4-roomed .. £830
5-roomed £046
Boyup Brook—
4-roomed £87n
5-roomed £990

Though these prices are high, they ap-
proximate the inereased eost of huilding
sinee 1939, as revealed by statistics gathered
from all parts of Australia. Building
costs have increased sinee 1939 by abount
30 per cent. The houses being erected
at Collie and Boyup Brook would -cost,
in the melropolitan area in pre-war days,
approximately £530 for four-roomed houses,
and £625 for fiveroomed houses. Add-
ing the pereentage increase in the cost
of building since 1939 pgives the figures
of £715 for four-roomed houses, and £812
for five-roomed houses. Building cost~
in the country have always been higher
than in the metropolitan area on account
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of transport of labour and material fo the
site where the honses are heing ereeted,
and it is estimated that ai Collie this in-
crease would represent abont 15 per cent.
above metropolitan prices, and perhaps
slightly higher at Boyup Brook. Adding
these figures to the present-day metropoli-
tan costs gives the estimated price of four-
roomed wooden houses at £822 and five-
roomed wooden houses at £932.

The Collie fizures are slightly in excess
of these estimates, and the Boyup Brook
ones fairly substantially in excess, but it
has to he remembered that no house build-
ing has been carried out in this State for
nearly two years, Contractors therefore
have difficulty in regard to manpower and
material and there is no doubt that, in their
tenders they made full provision for,
difficulties in regard to hoth items. It
is hoped that as the building programme
progresses and manpower and materials
become nmiore freely available, costs will be
reduced,

In his remarks, Mr. Mann was very
critical of certain matters relating to the
poultry industry, and dealt with markets,
priees, rationing and supply of suifable
feed, ete. It wonld appear that he has
been mislead by information supplied to
him by interested parties.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I have plenty of docu-
ments here to prove it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As Mr.
Mann said, many of the matters referred
to come within the jurisdietion of the
Commonwealth Government; nevertheless
they have heen undertaken by our State
Department of Agriculture, from whieh I
have made inquiries. He commenced his
remarks by saying that the Commonwealth
(tovernment offered all sorts of induce-
ments and promises to poultry farmers to
produee eggs for eivil and military require-
ments, and that nothing had heen done to
help producers. Every opportunity was
taken by the Department of Agriculture
in this State to advise growers endeavour-
ing to increase production as to the diffi-
culties which they would encounter. These
diffieulties were well known to commereial
pounltry farmers but probably not so weil
known to men about to enter the industry.
T understand that the complaints voiced
hy the hon. member ¢ame pringipally trom
several gentlemen who entered the poultry
industry quite reeently.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Only partly.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Shert sup-
plies of galvanized iron, wirenetting, timber
and meatmeal were all clearly set out by
the department by means of press announce-
ments, hroadeast talks and advice fo indivi-
dual growers. No poultry farmer could
claim Jack of knowledge regarding those mat-
ters. So far as prices are concerned, the
Commonwealth Government since 1942 has
prevented a total collapse in the price of
eggs, firstly, by the erection of egg drying
plants to remove the surplus from the local
market and, since August, 1943, by arrong-
ing for a uniform price for eggs through-
out Australia irrespective of the surplus
which would be available beyond normal
loeal needs. This is probably the greatest
single benefit that the poultry industry has
ever had conferred upon it.  Previously,
whilst the priee of eggs might be prafitable
nntil there were sufficient to meet local de-
mands, immediately this was exceeded the
price had fo fall to export parity which in
many Yyears was quite unprofitable to
growers.

Last season, whilst an undertaking was
given by the Controlier of Egg Supplies that
the wholesale price of first-grade hen egps
would not fall below 1s. 6d. per dozen, the
actual price was maintained at 1s. 7d. per
dozen for all production during the flush
season. It is many years since a price such
as this was maintained doring the flush
season. The maximum price permitted by
the Prices Commissioner during the year was
2s. per dozen for first-grade hen eggs.
Representations have been made by the
department with a view to inereasing the
maximum priee, which would enable eggs
to be stored to help in tiding over the short
period. So far, however, these efforts have
been unsuccessful. It is, however, the price
which can be maintained during the periods
of high production that is of particular im-
portance to the pounltry industry, and not
specizl high prices during a period when
farmers have very few eggs o sell. It was
quite unfair of Mr. Mann to say that the
price was reduced from 2s. to 1s. 9d. per
dozen immediately after the Referendum.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is what hap-
pened.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Referen-
dum had nothing to do with the price of
eggs, as the price which ean be maintained
is governed entirely by the volome of pro-
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duction and the financial resources which
the Controller of Egg Supplies has avail-
able to subsidise any losscs which may he
ineurred in drying or pulping the surplus.
Mr. Mann also complains that the wholesale
price of 1ls. 9d. per dozen is not actually
received by the farmers.

Hon, V. Hamersley: I am told that the
price to the grower is 1s. a dozen.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know. Surely Mr. Mann was not serious
when making this statement. Wholesale
prices of agricultural commodities such as
meat, butterfat, milk, vegetables, ete., which
are determined from time to time and an-
nounced in the Press, are those applicable
at the point of purchase or distribution,
which is gencrally a market in the metro-
politan area. From these wholesale prices
the costs of forwarding the produce to mar-
ket and a commission or charge for handling
or selling the produce must be deducted.
Exactly the same procedure is followed in
the case of eggs, and the price received by
the producer iz the wholesale market rate
less the cost of transport handling and mar-
keting. Reference has been made to lack
of supplies of bran, pollard, meatmeal and
huttermilk. During last year, although flour
mills in Western Australia were milling to
their maximum capacity, there was a short-
age of bran and pollard which at certain
periads was estimated to be as much as 20
per eent. compared with the demand. It is
unreasonable, thevefore, to say that the
Commonwealth or any other Government
should make arrangements to inerease the
supply of bhran and pollard. This ean
be donme only by inereasing the milling
capacity in Western Australia, and there
are many practical difficulties to over-
come before this ean be aceomplished.
Certain millers, however, in collaboration
with the Department of Agriculture, did
arrange to manufacture crushed wheat and
other suhsiitutex for bran and pollard
which were sunitable for feeding to poultry,
and it 15 believed, upon the evidenee of
practical poultry farmers, that the indus-
try generally did not suffer through a lack
of supplies of whent products.

The supply of meatmeal has presented
very serious difficulties, not only in West-
ern Australia but throughout the Commaon-
wealth. When it became evident to the
Department of Agricultnre that supplies
were becoming increasingly more difficult
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to obtain, leaders of the poultry industry
were consulted regarding the most praeti-
cal methods of arranging for a system of
rationing, and the system which ultimately
was adopted with shght variations to meet
different conditions, has worked remarkably
smoothly and has ensured as equitable a
distribution s might be expected. The aver-
age quantity of meatmesl used prior to the
war was approximately 2,500 tons, of
which only ahout 500 tons were manufae-
tured in this State. The whole of the re-
mainder had to be imported. 1t should be
horne in mind that other States also have
increased production in poultry, and the
demund for meatmeal has inereased in
those States also.

The department was able to arrange with
the Departments of Agrieulture in Victoria
and New South Wales that the same per-
centage of their manufaciure as was sent to
Western Australia prior to the war should
continue to be sent under existing eondi-
tions. This was a very generous gesture
by these States and is an indieation of the
goodwill with which interstate problems
are discussed at meetings of the Standing
Committee on Agriculture.,  Eiforis have
been made to increase the loeal production
of meatmeal, and during the last four
years the quantity has been almost doubled,
but this has been to a certain extent at the
expense of blood and bone fertiliser. Last
season, as a result of the increased local
manufacture, the quantity of meatmeal
which was available to farmers in this
State was 2,870 tons, which is much greater
than the average received during the last
six years and has been cxceeded only on
one oceasion prior to that peried. It is
untrue to say that a monopoly of meatmeal
has been created, as the department ig en-
deavouring to maintain the same approxi-
mate relation hetween the manufacture of
prepared mashes and the sale of straight
meatmeal as existed normally.

So far as buttermilk is caneerned, the
statements regarding a monopoly in the
supply of this commodity are quite mis-
leading, and would give the impression that
there are ample supplies of buttermilk held
by certain merchants in Western Austra-
lia who will only make this available on
terms profitable to themselves. The esti-
mated nuantity of buttermilk required by
the industry per annum is 600 tons, the
bulk of which would be sold during the
chick-rearing season. Stocks of buttermilk



[13 SerTEMBER, 1944.]

in Western Australia last week amounted
to approximately 23 toms, practically the
whole of which was imported. One grower
alone has made inquiries for the purchase
of 15 tons for this season’s chick-feeding.
It would be absurd to allow one or two
growers to obfain all their requirements
whilst the remainder of the industry would
go without, but this apparently is what Mr.
Mann advocated. :

Efforts have been made to inerease the
production of dried buttermilk ‘in this
State and, although two butter factories
are eqguipped with the necessary planf,
these have commenced operations only re-
cently owing to a lack of fuel. The local
output at present is only 25 cwt. per week.
The manufacturers holding this buttermilk
ought to be congratulated on their fore-
sight in purchasing these supplies from the
Eastern States, some of which are known
to have been purchased np to nine months
ago and held in reserve for the manufac-
ture of chick foods during the present sen-
son. It is felt that the sale of buttermilk
in the form of chick foods is the most
equitable method of distributing the small
quantity available amongst all producers,

Hon. G. B. Wood: You do not scem o
have justified the decrease in the price of
eges.

The CHIEX SECRETARY: There are
vther agrienltural maiters 1 should like to
mention. Dealing with the question of rates
which have been levied on irrigation pro-
jeets, Mr. Craig eomplained that an under-
taking given by an officer of a certain de-
partment at the inauguration of the scheme
in the Collie distriet had not been complied
with. He maintained that this offieial had
informed a meeting that settlers desirous of
participating in the scheme would be rated
on the basis of one-third of the irrigable area
held, but that the basis of rating had since
been amended without anthority to one-third
of the total holding if the land was irrigable.
The depariment reports that there is reason
to believe that Mr. Munt, the then Under
Secretary, at a meeting did make the state-
ment attributed to him by Mr. Craig, but
maintains that Mr. Munt was made aware
of mispnderstandings that had arisen 1n
respect to the matter, after which he dis-
tinetly told a meeting held at Waterloo and
other meetings, that the rating would be on
3314 aeres, or one-third of the holding.
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Hon. W. J. Mann: That is not correet. I
was at the meeting. It was one-third of the
irrigable land.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am giving
information supplied by the department.
At those meetings settlers were told that they
would be asked to sign a petition for the
work, requesting the Minister to underiake
the econstruction of the work, the rating to
be on a basis of 10s. per acre per annum for
one free watering and 2s. 6d. per aere for
each suhsequent watering, 5d. in the £ on the
unimproved value (o' be the drainage rate.
The Minister on his part would undertake not
to levy for an irrigation rate on more than
33 acres of land comprised in any one hold-
ing during the first three years after the
construction of the works. I am further
informed that Mr. Munt explained—

A man with a large holding wouid be re.
quired, threc years after the completion of
the work, to pay 10s, an acre on one-third of
his holding. The work would take two years
to complete, so that large land owners would
have five years to sell surplus land which
would be increased in value by the irrigation
works, if they desired to do so. For the first
three years a man holding 10,000 acres would
not pay more than a man holding 100 acres.
A man who conld show that kis property would
not benefit from the drainage would be exempt
from the drninage rate.

In actual fact certain departures from
these proposnls have heen made, one of which
i3 that the irrigation rate is not 10s, per
acre but 7s, 6d., and the rating for drainage
is now on the acreage basis instead of on
the unimproved value. With regard to the
stipulation that for the first three years the
maximum snybody would be czlled upon to
pay in irrigation rates was to be on 33 acres,
and then immediately increased to one-third
of the holding, whatever the size of the hold-
ing, it should be remembered that the Gov-
ernment ultimately trested settlers far more
generously than was originally set out, be-
cause the three years were extended to four,
and it will not be until 1949.50 that all
settlers will -be rated on one-third of their
holdings if irrigable.

In 1940, 46 out of 171 settlers in the Collie
district had their rates pegged by the Irri-
gation Commissioners on less than one-third
of their holdings. Later these were notified
that it was the intention of the Commis-
sioners to recommend to the Minister to in-
craase their pegged areas to one-third of
their holdings, if irrigable, and no objections
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were raised to this. Actually cases exist in
the Collie district where ratepayers are
watering above their rated areas and others
have been watering above one-third of their
total holdings,

The Collie Drainage District was con-
stituted on the 25th September, 1931. Prior
to the works being proceeded with it was
made clear that a drainage rate as well as
an irrigation rate would be levied. The irri-
gation rate was announced at 10s. per acre,
and, as I have already mentioned, this has
been reduced to 7s. 6d. Before the com-
pletion of the scheme the drainage rate was
fixed at 6d. in the £ on the unimproved value
as at Harvey. Following requests made by
Collie district ratepayers it was agreed to
aholish the system of vating on the value
basis as from the 1st July, 1936, and to rate
on acreage as from that date. It is pointed
souf that if the rating on the unimproved
wapital value had been adhered to, the Collie
district would have yielded more than it bas
done on the acreage basis.

In regard to the equity or otherwise of
vates levied, I point out that the individual
ratepayer has the opportunity, annually, to
appeal against the irrigation and drainage
rates. In any event the ivrigationists should
be the last primary producers in the State
to complain in regard to the charges which
are levied, seeing that they are now called
upon to pay only about one-cighth of the
cost of the water used on their holdings, the
remaining seven-eighths being paid by the
general taxpayers of the State—a condition
of affairs which has been very pointedly
eriticised by the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission on a number of oecasions,

Ho far as water charges arc concerned,
there is no body of primary producers rest-
ing more heavily on the shoulders of the
general taxpayers of the State than the irri-
gationists. This is generally recognised by
the farmers concerned, as very few com-
plaints are received regarding charges, but
on the contrary, a number of applications
are reeeived for the allotment of additional
arcas of irrigation water. Now I wish to
deal with some of the remarks made by My,
Parker. His was a typical speech.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker. I have been con-
gratulated on it.

The CIHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
I cannot econgratulate the hon, member.
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Doubtless people will be glad to know that
the hon. member has never been able to see
what benefit child endowment is and alse
that he does not agree with the Common-
wealth subsidy for hospitals. There aro
several other of his remarks which to me
seem to be quite at variance with what ona
may consider to be the general outlook of
the people of this State. He did, however,
say that in his opinion polities had reached
a very low ebb; and, on reviewing some of
the statements which he made, particnlarly
the charges which he made against at lenst
two public officials, I think that polities have
reached a very low ebb, espeeially when a
member makes such statements and does not
give all the facts of the ease. I regret that
the hon, member should have opeuly sail
what he did when he referred to the Police
Department. 1 feel that the only way in
which T can adequately deal with his re-
marks is to quote with reasonable fulness
the reports of the partienlar oflicers econ-
cerned,

It is with some diffidence that I approach
this subjoet, heeause one casc in partieular
deals with the domestiec affairs of an indi-
vidua! who has no opportunity whatever of
roplying, although the matter very vitally
affeets him. In the first place, Mr. Parker
stated that the Police Foree of this Stale
sesthed with unrest; and, in order to justify
that statement, he referred to a case with
which he had heen associated as legal ad-
viser. My, Parker eriticised the Crown Soli-
citor, Mr. Dunphy, for his attitude to that
particular ease. There are many details
it matters such as this to which it is
not always advisable one shonld refer;
novertheless, I feel I cannat do hetter than
quote a letter which T have received from the
Crown Solicitor as a result of the publicity
given to the remarks made by Mr. Parker.
The letter will put an entively different con-
struction upon the case. It is dated the 5th
September, and is as follows:—

I noted with some comeern the report, on
page 4 of ‘‘The West Australian’’ of Friday
last, September 1, of a speech wmade in the
Legislative Council by the Hon. H, 8. W,
Parker during the debate on the Address-in-
reply. The report is headed—Police Forece
‘f@estapo Mcthods,’” and in the first part of

the report my name is mentioned on several
oecasions,

The reported speech contained so many inu-
accuracies that I felt compelled to write a let-
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fer to ‘' The West Australian,’’ and to shorten
thia present report I cnelose a cutting of my
letter as published.

The preliminary faets were as under:—

In February of this year I had ocecasion to
call for an investigation of alleged thefts of
materinl from a Public Works job. A deteet-
jve-sergeant was assigned to the task of
making the investigation and he furnished a
report.  This report was submitted fo Mr.
Gordon D’Arcy and he furnished certain ad-
viee as to what further enquiries should be
made. This was rather a difficult cage, but
a certain line of action was clearly laid down
and I gave express instruetions to the
detective-sergeant as to how he should pro-
ceed. The matier was urgent, as time was
running against us and the six montha’ limita-
tion fixed by the Justices Act had nearly ex-
pired.

After nearly three weeks I got in touch by
telephone with the detective-sergeant and
found that he had not carried out any of my
instruetions. Under these circumstances, I
asked for his removal and the substitution of
a more cncrgetic or capable officer. Another
detective-sergeant was assigned the job and
he obtained all neeessary information in less
than 48 hours.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Will you produce
the file? '

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The letter.

continues—

The offender was eventually prosecuted and
convicted on four separate charges.

My letter to the mewspaper carries on from
here.

Whilst the detective-serpeant was unquest-
ionably guilty of neglect, I was unwilling to
be a witness against him pn a diseiplinary
charge as I do not think that this is a proper
function for n Crown Law officer to fulfil.
As my plea of privilege might not have ex-
cused me if Mr. Parker had put me in the box
as a witness on behalf of the detective-
sergeant, I urged him to leave me out of the
case on the grounds that my evidence would
do his client’s case irreparable harm. I never
at any time suggested that T could not be
called as o witness before the Police Board.

I must admit that I got a shock when I
read *'The West Australian’’ on Friday morn-
ing last. Even the major eorrection which was
made in Baturday’s issue does mnot alter the
faet that other unaltered statements are in-
correet. T think members of your House will
agree that officers of this Department carry
out their duties to the publie ond Parliament
in a spirit of cquity and good conscience, and
T feel that our tasks are sufficiently difficult
without having our actions and decisions made
the subject of misleading statements by any
member of the Legislative Couneil,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I say definitely
that that is an cntirely inaceurate and un-
truthful statement. T ask youn to produce
the file.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member must ask me in a proper way. I
am giving the faets of the case, not half of
them. I have here, too, the report of the
Commnissiener of Police on this matter, and
I hope that members wiil potice that T am
not rentioning names—

Herewith the report of Inspector in
conneetion with the charges against Deteetive-
Sergeant Briefly the facts are as fol-
lows ;=—

The detective-sergeant was given an urgent
investigantion and was specially requested by
the Crown Solicitor to interview a certain per-
son who would give him sufficient evidence
to complete the investigation and charge the
alleged offender. The matter was urgent be-
causc the Statute of Limitation was in peril.
The detective-sergeant did nothing in the mat.-
ter and when taxed by the inspector three
wecks later admitted mnot carrying out his
specific instruetions and put up the excuse
that he had an informant from whom he was
waiting to’ obtain certain information. The
inspector rightly disbelieved the sergeant’s ex-
cuse and challenged him to name his in-
formant.

The detective-sergeant pleaded privilege and
would not disclose the identity of his in-
formant. The inspector rightly came to the
conclusion that the detective-sergeant’s inform-
ant was a myth and only an excuse to acecount
for his negligence.

Tke inquiry was taken out of the detective-
sergeant’s hands and given to another detective-
zergeant who completed the necessary investi-
gatien in a few days and brought the offender
to justice.

In regard to the detective-sergeant refusing
to disclose the name of his informant to his
immediate superior, it is not the practice in
gencral to request same from gnbordinntes, ex-
cept in special cases to verify that certain in-
vestigntions are being made. At the same
time detectives do inform their inspector of
their sources of information; there is nothing
to fear in a deteative telling the inspector
whom he is interviewing on a case and further
it iy his bounden duty to do so. It ja only in
courts of law that the name of an informant
is kept secret and an officer cannot be com-
pellzd to disclose his infermant’s mame. De-
finilely the detective-sergeant had no inform-
ant and has never produced him to this date.

It has always heen the practice of the de-
partient when preferring a charge against a
meinber for negleet of duty to do so under
the regulations, although it is admitted that
strietly speaking the charge should be under
Section 19 of the Police Act, in the Police
Court.

It is not a good policy to bring a police
officer in open court on a departmental matter,
where the matter would receive mnewspaper
publicity, and even if the officer was found
not guilty the odium would probably stick.

‘When the deteetive-sergeant was charged
under the regulation with neglect of duty he
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made no demur but applied for a board of
inquiry under Section 26 of the Act. (The
board consists of a resident magistrate, a
representative of the Police Department, and
a representative of the Police Union.) This
was granted and the inspector preferred the
charges. Although I knew hLe was doing so,
I did not know the details until after the
board of inquiry was granted, as it is always
my practice to have mo knowledge of details
in casc the officer charged may request me to
deal with the charge, in which case T must
have an open mind.

on, H. 8. W. Parker: I ask you to read

the Police report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member desires to read the report of the in-
spector, that also is here. 1 think that what
I have read is an ahsolute refutation of the
charge which the hon. member made in this
particular ease.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: In due eonrse I
shall move to have the papers laid on the
‘Tahle of the House, and then every member
can read them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T come to the
second charge which the hon. member made,
this time against the Commissioner of
Tolice. The hion. member took exeeption to
the action of the Commissioner of Police in
requesting an inspector and a scrgeant to
make a certain investigation at the quarters
of a police officer at one of the suburban
stations. Nlemhers will probably have a
good recollection of what Mr. Parker said.
In this case also, so that there may he no
misunderstanding, T think I should quote
the report which T have reecived as a result
of the remarks made by the hon. member. I
really do not like referring to this case, be-
cause it very materially affects the private
und domestic life of a member of the Police
Foree. Again, T desire to avoid mentioning
names. The report is from the Commis-
sioner of Police and is as follows:—

This refers te the constable who was officer
in charge of a suburban police station and re-
gides in the police quarters attached to the
station, and the faets concerning this man
are as follows:—

In the first place the constable was divorced
from hig wife on 14th November, 1943, on the
grounds of adultery with a eertain woman.
The suit was undefended and the constalble
paid all costs and an additional £300 to his
wife. The woman in the case is a married
woman, and her hushand is a member of the
R.AAF, and now in England.

On the 21st June last T published in the
‘‘Police Gazette,’’ in nccordance with Police
regulations, a number of proposed promotions
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of constables to the rank of third-class
sergeant,  Amongst the names submitted was
that of the constable in guestion.

I think that shows the Commissioner had
no ulterior motive as far as ths partienlar
officer is eoncerned.

These proposed promotions eame hefore the
Police Promational Board on the 19th July
last (the board consists of all commissioned
oflicers with mysclf as chairman), and ir-
respective of appeals by any members of the
Force, the bhoard have to confirm the nomina-
tions of the Commissioner of Police. There
were a number of appeals and one constable
in appealing atated that the constable con-
cerned was living with a woman in the police
guarters at the suburban station. Some mem-
bers of the board also stated that it was com-
mon talk that such was the case. The Promeo-
tional Board dceided that the proposed pro-
motion of the constable was not to be con-
firmed unless a favourable report was received
as to his meode of living, and requested the
Commissioner of Police to have investigations
made. I subsequently instructed Inspector
Rowbottam and Sergeant Richardson to visit
the constable’s quarters at Maylands at 6 a.m,
on the 22nd July st (I do not cousider this
was an unrcasonable hour), and see if there
was a woman living in the guarters. The
inapeetor and the sergeant earried out my in-
struetion and saw the constable, who invited
them inte his quarters (sitting room). They
told hinu of the allegation, and requested per-
mission to inspect the quarters. He refused
to allow them to leok through his house (T
attach copy of Inspector Rowbottam’s re-
pert).

I then, through Inspector Tetterington,
called upon the constable for a report as to
why le refused permission for Inspector Row-
bottam to inspeet his quarters in view of the
allegation made. IIis reply was as follows:—

In the first place ne accusation was
made against me; secondly, T was asked
if T had anyone living in the quarters
with me, to which T replied that T had
not, which was the truth, Tt was then
suggested by Inspector Rowbottam that
he seareh my quarters, which T objected
to on the grounds that I considered the
quarters my private home, and no person
had authority to do so legally except under
warrant. The same thing would have ap-
plied if I had been residing in a private
house,

On receipt of this memo. I then sent the
following to the constable, through Inapector
Tetterington:—

A commissioncd officer accompanied by
a non-commissioned officer visiting 2 con-
stable’s quarters at 6 am. asking the
latter if he had a woman in the house,-
and requesting permission to inspeet the
quarters is definitely an acensation, es-
pecially in view of Police Regulations
which read—*‘‘No member of the Force
can, without permission of the Commis-
sioner, have residing with him permaneatly
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in Goevernment guarters any other indi-
viduals other than his wife, children or
other dependant.’’

If the eonstable had no woman on the
premises what had he to fear; he should
have been only too willing for the officers
to sec for themselves and clear up the
accusation.

I ecan only assume by his refusal
to have his house inspected, that there
wag & woman in the house. The constable
will hold himself in readiness for trans-
fer from Maylands,

You will note the ridiculous reply of the
constable, in which he states that no accusa-
tion was made against him, and that no per-
son had authority to search his quarters with-
out a warrant. In my opinion the inspector
eould have, and should have, inspected the
constable’s quarters. Regulations on quarters
read as follows:—

116. Quarters.—Each member of the
Police Force is to receive either (a) quar-
ters. subject to the conditions specified,
or (b) euch lodging allowauce as may
from time to time be approved.

(a} Quarters shall be granted and re-
ceived subject to the following condi-
tions:—

(1) Water rates shall be borne by the

department where members of the
Force are compelled to oceupy
quarters, Members of the Force
shall pay sanitary rates when the
sanitary conveniences are solely
for the private use of themselves
and their families.

9z. Non-Commissioned Officers.—

{h) He will frequently, and at uncertain
hours, inspeet the quarters of the
single members of the Force
under him, and will see that the
men are sober and conduet them-
selves with decenecy and propriety.

T can see no Gestapo methods in carrying
out the above regulations. The constable, at
the time, was a gingle manm.

About 10 a.m, on the 22nd July, four hours
after Inspector Rowbottam and Sergeant Rich-
ardson had visited the police station a woman
came to my office and introduced herself as
Mra. , and pleaded with me not to do
anything with the constable, and although her
name had not been mentioned by any of the
police visiting that constable’s gquarters, she
let ““the cap fit her.”’ Bhe denied that she
slept at the quarters, but stated that she went
therc daily to 'look after the constable. She
admitted that she was eco-respondent in the
case of Mrs. versus Coustable
for divorce. She said she loved the constable
and would do anything for him. She was very
agitated. T did tell her it was common talk
that there wag a woman living at the police
quarters with the constable.

With regard to my informing the constable
to hold himself in readiness for tranafer, this
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natifieation would have been given in any
case, a8 the station was being converted into
o sergeant’s station,

I am ecredibly informed by Mr. John
Dunphy, solicitor, that the husband of Mrs.
had instituted proceedings against her
for divorce on the grounds of adultery, and
the constable has been cited as eo-respondent.
The enit will probably be heard this month.

In regard to the Gestape methods alleged,
this is an irresponsible statement—nothing
was done that was unfair. Here is a man
whom I was prepared.to promote, and at the
lagt minute certain faets were hrought under
my notice at the Promotional Board which
were of a serious nature.

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker: On a point of ex-
planation, I never said that any (estapo
methods had been adopted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member agreed with the interjection at the
time.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: I did not agree
with anything that was said.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The report
eontinues—

Mr, Parker complzins that no charge was
made against the constable. Burely he is not
80 insane as to suggest that I would charge a
constable on hearsay, The only thing to do
wns to investigate the allegation and the only
method of testing the accuracy or otherwise
was to visit the police station at an hour when
the allegation could be substantiated or other-
wige. This was done, and although the con-
stable was told of the allegations he refused to
allow his bedroom to be inspected. What con-
clusions ean any reasonably-minded person
come to, but one—that there was a woman on
the premises. What had the constable to fear
if there was no person in his quarters? The
regulations are quite clear on the matter, I
submit there was nothing unfair in the method
adopted by me in investigating the allegation
against the constable.

It ia true that the {departmenf is not con-
cerned with the private lives of their officers,
but it is a different matter when a gingle man
in charge of 2 station permits, as alleged, a
woman who is married, to reside with him at
the station, particularly when the woman con-
cerned ia the onc cited as co-respondent in the
case of Mrs. versus Constable
for divorce. Such a mode of living by an
officer of the Police Force brings odizm on the
department, and'cannot be tolerated.

Mr. Parker states that inquiries were not
made inte the case; this is untroe, as the
file will show. There is the report of Inspeetor
Rowhottom, Sergeant Richardson, my minute
of the 24th July, 1944, to the constabla for
a report and his reply. Surely I am entitled
to make observations which are apparent, and
not git dumb as Parker would sugpgest.

T know of no serious discontent in the Ser-
vice as te my administration, and I feel sure
the Police Union will support me in" this re.
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speet. Of course, you cannot please every-
body. In enforcing discipline there are always
hound to be some maleontents who have
imaginary grievances or otherwise, and who
ean obtain credence from members of Parlia-
ment of the calibre of the Hon. H. 8. W,
Parker who vent them in Parliament without
seeking any inquiry beforchand as to the facts,
but is prepared to judge me on one version
only.

I am attaching the file in case therc is some
point you may want to clear up.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: Will you tell me
why the name of the constable was taken
out of the “Gazette?”

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That was he-
cause the promotional board, as this report
indicates, decided they would not consider
him for promotion until such time as this
allegation had been cleared up.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: What was the
date of the “Gazette” in which his name was
taker out of the list?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ecannot
rive the hon. member that information
straightaway, but he ean perusc the papers
if he so desires.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: I have scen the
whole file.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In addition
to that, it is well known that the parties
voncerned in this case canvassed a number
of members of Parliament. The Police
Union, which ts eoncerned about locking
alter the interests of its members, was not
prepared to do anything in this matter at
all. No other member of Parliament was
prepared to take the ease up after making
the necessary inquiries although pressed,
partienlarly by the woman in the case, to
ventilate the injustice done to this partienlar
vonstable. Strange to relate, today's paper
vontains & report of the divoree granted to
the husband of the woman ¢oncerned in the
case, the husband happening to be a member
of the R.A.AF. who is in England at the
present time, Members can put their own
construetion on this ease from the details
supplied. There are many others that eonld
be adduced.

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker: Don't yon think
you.are slightly unfair?

The PRESIDENT: Order?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There were
a number of other matters that I had pro-
posed dealing with, but the hour is getting
lnte. T shall refer briefly to the remarks by
Mr. Miles yesterday when he made an in-
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{eresting contribution to the debate. He cer-
tainly put forward a very good ease on be-
half of the far North, and the only reply 1
shalt give him at this juncture is that T have
taken steps to ensure that his remarks are
placed before the Minister coneerned so that
he may give consideration to the suggestions
the hon. member outlined. Tonight Mr. Bol-
ton dealt with a great nnmber of subjects,
some of which I have referred to generally
in my reply and I think he will readily agree
that I have not had any opportunity to
make the neeessary inquiries coneerning
some points he méntioned, more particularly
his complaint regarding the Commonwealth
having participated in industry, with which
apparently Mr. Bolton does not agree. T
would remind him, however, that in other
parts of the world the tyvpe of industry he
mentioned is one over which it is considered
a CGovernment should have eontrol. I shall
content myself with supporting the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretarv, re-
solved: That the Address he prescnted to His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor by the Pre-
sident and such members as may desire to
accompany him.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
1, Industries Assistance Aet Continuance.
2, Financinl Emergency Act Amendment.

3, Life Assurance Companies Act Amend-
ment.

4, Plant Discases (Registration Fees) Act
Amendment,

Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.



